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Item s Worth M entioning
fromt he desk of J ohn ny P ence

Happy B irthday t o Us

then look up ancealie just ha difficult the job was andwdong it tookXeah
me too Happy bithday dear Btter Happy bithday to pu (copyright iSPau
McCatney).

| try to think about the diffences betven lastgar and thighere ae so

curent situation, wherl try to put a magazine together with an eight-
old crawling aund under my desk. LasayMarty and | thought &d be
makingnoney instead of hemorrhaging it. Lestwe had to beg people tc
us put the magazine in in their bars and coffeeBhispgar v hae a distr
bution footprint in thee states.

Bvely month is fun and sgaand a little bit out of cowlt Brely issue,
make my first distribution stop @eén Hillsboough, ha® a cup of coffee, @
think, “This issue is the best.¥his is the one wheere eally hit our stride

And then, befer Ican s@unge up anpayingvoik, it happens aIIvevI‘
again.flnothing else, @vhae kept the magazine in print foeanand that i
itself is a monumental folly Wy of a mock epic poem.

The Triangle, Nashv ille, Richm ond, C'ville ...

S with this issueenplant our flag iNashville It'll only be a & hunded
copies to starbut Ithink you cats and kittens will dig the sceeére \hayin‘;
down. If you pick this issue up ared itand like itspead the wok For all yu
latecomers,dll be happy to catcloy up with a grab bag of back issues;ana
that goes for anybodpt just the derens of Msic CityIf you send us a check
$15, véll packat least ®back issues in aneope and send it towy

Richmond you guys havbeen gat. h the past f@ months, \&ve gotte
outstandingubmissionsdm vyall, as il as a generally good Wiibo woulg
expect anything lessrfr such a coolwm? Bt Charlottesvik?Oh, yall
should be ashamed otigseles!Mind you, Charlottesville is my hometo |
want to lee you, but pure not making it eadyfeve been distributing t
since lasteptemberand not a worfrom you. Not a single submission, ng
mail, not egn ayou suck!Bven when | ligd thee (like, most of my life), teewap
a small band of self-impamt snobs in pointy black glasses telliewy-
body what to think, sowouldrt be surprised ioy were brainwashed i
|only rading whatou were told to ead. Bt the thing is, & keep pultti

—

a)
-

them as mulch inoyr gaden? L&t hae some submissions, slacker

Nashville, ddanworry. Charlottesville always been a disciplireblam.
dorit expect anyduble fom you. dist watch Richmond andull do fine. f
you hae any questiongyycan always ask Chapéldd Durham

...and Tomorrowt he World!

Due to popular demandgerg nav offeringThe Hotterby subscription.
mee $25/year $3.00 each for back issugsu can get on bahright awa
Pease do, in factpveould use the monéyo is in the masthead thdo yur
left. Gve the gift of Btter this summer

—ediot@blotterrag.com
and heythanksety \ety much to theeM/Tovn Drunks for playing oyoriy
9 gig afhe Gwe (on &1y shdrnotice) wheind Snith hut his back!

com.
This magazine may contain typos or m¥
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Vehicles Collide
by R ooster B ry ant

R

ent is late again; I'm without a .car
The change it would take to ride theTC#f and fo',
Is the same that would be spent on the mordey or

| already ha it all planned; my neighbdommy the madman|eiumps of hair on my scalp. It will be

will get me thes.

Today he is inautine form: H is frazzled; he is hurrete
trips over his avn feet.

He laughs neously with suspicious and Kgrgesticulations
This is all normal for him.

"0O.K., Roody let's go," he says, forgetting his baseball caf

"O.K., Roody let's go," he says, forgetting his shades.

"O.K., Roody let's go," he says, forgetting keys.

With jingling trepidation, also the norm, the small black pig
awaits to awaken.

It's night time; it's d&r;, Falls of the Muse Rad holds two stof

in the petite @sidence &ve made into our home.

It takes a bit, but the moneyder is in hand.

It takes a bit fofommy to ecall, "t's almost the sekend ..
Man, | need to goybthe bank," which will close in minutes.

The pedal nears the metal and thbeity amplifies in swaal
leaps.

We make the light, moneydar in pocket, the tick's doorg
locked and shut,

For they vere knavn to open sometimes when not locked.

| put the money aler in its enelope as & make the ligh
through the intersection.

"We need to ... be ... tleer.. ly ... " mumbles the maniac.

Cars ae going at wly high speeds and this kid may get
killed, meely two veeks past my last thiday | still celebrate.

Now | hawe time for the seatbelt, | pull it out to strap ibssand ...

Surge fowad, tires sa@aming "muder" and |'e left my tas
unfinished.

| fall back into my seat, dakzand efusing to say a whbr

| know what huts but decline to think about it.

liver Bioiter [ieam el
real dreams, real w

| am lying in bed. | see my face darkly
in a mirror that is suspended in front
of me. | tap a beard trimmer against

OK to let hair cuttings fall all over. |
hear buzzing as | drag the trimmer
back and forth. Now | see that | am
holding a t-shirt with the neck hole
stretched tight. | had been scraping
this neck hole across my hair.

| am climbing many flights of stairs.
There are quarters lying around. | pick
up a few, but then | put them back,
thinking "these are not mine." As | go

of plastic packs. One pack is open,
revealing $100 bills inside. Somehow |
know that the money belongs to the
Boy Scouts. When | get to the top of
the stair well, | am outside. There are
shiny black Boy Scout medallions in a
stack beside some more stacks of
money. My mother and | are in a
room. She says "Look at this." From a
large cardboard box, she pulls out two
wooden legs with joints at the knees
and ankles. Then she pulls out several
wooden feet . | say that the Boy
Scouts use those all the time and she
should just give them back to them so
that they can reuse them.

—R.G,, Raleigh
Please send excerpts from your

dream journals to Jenny at
mermaid@blotterrag.com. If nothing

| consider theent—still unpaid.

| must call Carmen and tell her of the crabk.\#on't be happy
She worries so much.

First thee ae blue and white flashes andesan my stupor

Then red and white flashes and questions and nudges
rock-solid.

In between the ed, white, and blue spectacle, I think of wri
what yu're nav reading, and feel like such the patriot, in the

A

g

else, we love to read them. We
won’t publish your whole name.

0,

pird
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shawv, such the woper newer een saying "OW It only huts when | mee anywayand though the
hood and font end of the wrck wince in pain, disttad fom abuse, | stay staid.
Tommy sceams, cries, apologsz and lashes out at the otheredrhunlike Tommy black like me.
It is indeed the other guy's fault, andrgane but the drier, Tommy and | go toVake Med.
The engine bles steam, fistrated. | eéflect similar sentiments.
In the long un, | will be the one who doesn't get paid for this, while
ewryone else can thank Allstate.
| will be the one who gets worse and has to go to the doctor.aa writeis bio, but | bet I the
This is all tue, but happens only aftee wudge on in silence, smokid you hae to sit next to on the
and bent, to pay myent.

With this done, | called the li'l lady dommy's cellie.
She's not surprised that | kept going after the accident.
Hell, | would hag taken a bus thest of the way if | had.to

This is pobably why she ves me.

She and my sister plead with me to get checked out. | fight it.

She ain't too crazy about that paf me.
| don't blameTommy but | find it had to look into his e3s nav.

Tommy says he's soa fev moe times and nves away someegks later

Rent was paid, thougheRt is paid.

Rooster Byantdidnt supply

bus—you knav, the one who
looks a little too smtaaind just a
little bit scay. You dort want to
make ey contact, butou cait
help but sta ... anyways, that
how | imagine him.

y

City a nd County School Lunch M enus

Monday

Tuesday

Wed n esd ay
Thur sday

Friday

City Sc hools

FHame-grilled Chilean sea bass, white asparag
wok-fried utabaga (in peanut oil; @iwvil may be subs
tuted) with rhubarb chutneMixed-bery tatlet. Organic
unpasteurizd milk.

Vegan stir-fr of bok chg shiitake musbom, water
chestnuts, daofu or tempehedh Ighees. @ymilk.

Grades K-12 will pticipate in cooking lessons witt
Les Halleschef du cuisinnthony Boudain.

Mesculin mix with pomegranate-seed vittaghum
mous, tabouleh, tzatzikieBh mint, ®sh organic
tomatoes, &sh mozzalla, pita. Bssionfrit nectar or
mineral water

Herbed migd grill of KWbe beefNew Zealand
prawns, fee-range local chickamd/oran eggplant/
zucchini/oot-vegetable medleBelgian ende leags
with Silton-walnut chew. Veneuelan chocolate (68¥%
and strawberrie€hateau tang des Colombes Cadbie
2001 (Fance: 40% €&nache, 30% Carignan, 20%
Syrah and 10% Murvede)

County Sc hools

Gruel

Gruel w/ mutton

Mutton buttons. Ktchup

Frozn pizza and frieset€hup

Frozn pizza and frieset€hup Cookie. MIk.

**please notbat gade 5-8 studentstp@pating in
theVocational g kghtingprogam's field trip out to
Seeter andeBnut's place should pack a lunch.

Editor's Note: The Bottermagazine is staunchly apolititas. theefole impotant for us to say right leesind na that this is an absur
piece of ex¢imely arde ‘tomedywith absolutely no basis in fact and no point atleds® ignerit.
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Condition Two Iool: appedalin(?. Hmrgm...th -
Date: Mon, 10 Oct 1999 2 2:09 +1300 Waysvg";‘g_i% L o e
From: P eter L und <p m l@io.com> course | didhrealie | was doing it

until after one of the paintereer
_ Liz—the one with the purple hair
editor's noteThe follaving piece takes I t's Condition Two outsidethat rally looks good—came up to

place at MMurdo Sation, Antactica. . . o . . . .
Theis a lot her thak left unsaiclike right nav; Condition Ghe at me and said with a grilVandering

exactly what it means when the author M the unwayIt's been that wayhrough the halls aimlesslytats a
decides to go stch his legs durindor seeral daysThere hash been agood winter-ger trick.” | decided
“Condition Twd' weather on Antetica. plane her since a ek ago ridlay that a diffeent kind of walk was in

(See photo belo This is actually a nicely-, .
focused, higresolution image.} tloesh his seems to bother the people whder

talk aboutvhyPeter needed to go outside Want to leas. Outside the swowas blwing all
stietch his legs in a potentially deadly white Today stded out ery slavly. | over the place.nl town it didrit

out storm, although theader can checlyttended a meeting whehee was aappear to be comingofn any one

:Eg iﬁ&?&dvagirtzag;% \gn'{ ;ﬁtr?t 'Qf great deal of discussion aboutadprdirection because of all the buildings.

cabin feer can wbably be assumed.  lem that had aéady been sel, but It just sor of bounced aund cary-
Peter has actually written quite a fatr someeason @& needed to debat@ag the snw like trillions of pinballs.
about his gars on the ice, and isking it again with the managemenesr | put my hood up and sted walking

towad a deal to get it published. the ; .
body of his writing, a lot of whichelead, ent.Thats ok. Eeryone left theaom over to the other side of wao;

it becomes apyat that life in Antatica is With the same understandimings towads Cb Hill.
simply eny, very diffeent flom what gu or stated to get slger after that. A The ascent up theilHwas ery

| might knaw, and ve aseaders would dasome point | decided that thewas different flom all the other timesdI’

well to embrace the confusion that arises . . . .
from things left unsaid in this piece. ﬁ way | was going to get anykvatone it during the winterd could

least, that why | wanted to publish itni’ done. | vent to lunch and enyed a only see about 100 feet iorfr of me
all about embracing the confusion. very boring meal with aviefriends befoe things stéd to fade to white.
Howewer a couple terms might bghes only so many ways to cottkwas the opposite of Kaess. | was

worth clarifying Condition Oneweather _, . . . : . . ,
is the worst it gets on Artiza.Youre not chicken)The dessecat didnt even standing in a white ur@ise with

alloved to tragl. You can get lost beten

one building on the station and another
Condition Two weather means tedvoff
McMurdo station isastricted.n technical
terms, any of the folling ae tue: winds
48-50 knots, temps betan -100° and -75°

F and/or visibility beteen 1/4 mile and
100 feet. A skua is a nasty seagull, and the
Skuamentioned heris a kind of junk pile

at the ends of public-building hallways
whee yu thiow out things that others
might find useful, so named because people
go scaenging in them like seagulletel

also uses the teRNG belav. This is just a
guess, but | bet that F is what it always is in
aconyms, and that NG is ‘& Guy”
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dak light instead of a black uerge head on like a ship splitting a gavhe first half of the &k is always a

with bright light. There was a lotwith its bav. lot longer than the last. | kid took

going on in this unarseThe wind | came to the midpointThe more than just a ¥e steps, but it

was racing with itselfrying to seewind and sme were so thick andseemed as if tfsaall thee was befer

how fast it could whip aund this powerful that 1 held on to the old was at the topRerhaps time just

rock or up the side of that hill. wooden stand (mostly gonemydor compessed enough to make it seem
| continued on up the hill withsuppot. | hawe no idea what thisa

my feet sinking in to the wé thing was forlt may hae been a

formed drift.This is when |
remembexd the two gap
ing holes in my right boot.
Theyre only four gars old,
but | guess’# time to turn
them in to ua. | ignoed
the fact that my right foot
was getting heavier but not
really any colderwas a
ating far too much heat for
that to be a concern.t A
least it wadngetting vet
—the Core-Tex saw to
that.

The winds decided to
see if | was willing to play
with them. As | climbed,
they did their best to e
me off my course.
Sometimes | let them take
me in a n& direction. t
didrit seem to matter if |
was off of the path, | was
still moving up the moun
tain and | was still making
progess. n fact, lots of
times | had better footing
since the smowasi com
pressed into iceo®etimes

Scott’s Cross on a rather nice day.

There wasety little wind on this

last half of the hike.
Through the last couple
hundred feet the air was
almost placid. | could hear
Scotls coss @aking esy
once in a while,eminding
me that it was ther Eected
in 1912 ly the swivors of
Robet Falcon Scot failed
second expedition to the
Pole, this wooden @ss has
slovly been worn awayy b
the wind.The inscription is
baely legibleThe painted
letters stand out like mesas
on an expansvwind-worn
plain of wood wher once
they vere cangns.The last
line of the caled wods
read, “...and nev to yield.”

| laid dovn on the
ground and just looked
aound. | could see nothing
but white in esty direction.
The tovn belov was not
there anymae. The build
ings at the base of the hill
were goneThe only things
that existed &re the ocks,

| decided to push back against themker of some spror a silly touristthe coss, the smg the wind, the
just to see what they would @ften thing with a plaque on it. dw it's light, and myselfThis universe was

| chose this tack when they tried thpist a piece of wood stuck in tiphysically small, but intense nonethe
hadest to mee me beynd whee | ground with lots of graffiti on itless. t6 sounds &re constant et
wanted to gd pushed back with fulRegadless, at that moment it helpetifferent, eerything was changing
force so that | stopped, held in the tr keep me &m being blvn oser yet the samd&he wind kept playing
at a veird angle, or | auched lwv to the side of the hill.
the gound so | could hold on with For some @ason, the midpointhe ride.This uniwerse had just as
both hands, or sometimes just facedter seems like'stin the middle.much in it as the other one.

its game and the smavas enjing
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| reached the midpointeappeaialteed, diffeent, a shado
again. #ll odd the way itNo one will knaw whose they ene,
took longer to get therand perhaps no one will look closely
from the top than it took toenough to see them individualtiyt
get to the top &m hee. | maybe someone will see that they
guess my brain is just a idrm a path that they can fello
wacky
Now the wind was at The weather at MMurdo Sation
my back, still wanting tas calm most of thegr It tends to be
play a little mae. | decidedplayful mostly when ewyone is
to let it help me along. hrriving or leaving.nlthis swirl of
glissaded dm through the activity it is ey easy forour foot
light fluffy pavder Befoe prints to disappear — for theogduct
long | dopped my rightof your wok to become alted, dif
foot behind because of d#rent, a shado of what it was. ol
the snav building up in the one caes when their footprints disap
boot, which is not normallypear You just make mer Why
the way | do thist vas like should wur wok be any diffemt?
writing left-handed when | will be leaving this station soon.
youre used to usingoyr In what diection | do not kne.
right. 1 almost took a spilLeft? Right?rfi not sue. Cetainly it
“To Strive To Seek To Find And Not To Yield”  ©F two, but managed to stayill be North. It doesih matter The
up. Son | was near the boteft and Right will soitself out.
After a while | noticed that the tom. The snw hee was
snav and the wind had decided thatuch hader and the slope muc Peter M. lund is a fairly hak
| was aack and wre doing their bessteeper could see some of my foccor individual who wéed sesral
to slavly corer me up My black prints fom befoe. They vere aimost years on Antatica in some technical
pants e nav \ery white, almostcompletely filled. capacity or otheHe has n@ moved
buried. | noticed the stalactites form It didnt take long at all for thethose skills to much nehospitable
ing on the inside of my hood arfvidence of my passage to disapjenvions in Kazakhstan.
decided it was @bably a good idedhe prints wre still thee of course,
to head back dm. | was still ety and when the soft sm@ound them
warm and comftable — but thenis eentually blan away they will
again thas the best time to leav

stood up and headedvio sarajo berman CREATIVE

The path was not clefirwas als RCST #190 METALSMITHS
not the ewerse of my ascemithe |  regisered cranioscal therapis S e [ ) e
}"ﬂ“d and Emdcont'”“ed thﬁ'r garr]n ’ by appoirtment only 117 E. Fanklin $., Chapel Hil
illing in the depessions that | o , : : 919-067-2037 emtiemetalsmiths.com
given to themThis made the wale o6+ sjperman@mirdspring.om

back davn just as much of an adv

ture as the way Lphe path was nc Altered | mage 509 W. North St.
set. Right? Left? didnt matter S Hair Designers, Inc. Raleigh
Ipng as I_Was naimg davn, the ques 418 U (3] & 834.8400
tion of Right or Left would datself Durham, NC 27705

out. (919) 286-3732 www.capfit.com
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Drew Degraff

“I grew up in the country in rural
upstate NY. | went to the Pratt
Institute in urban downstate NY. | like
Miro, Otto Dix, Schiele, Gary Baseman,
murals, ads, public bathroom walls, bad
photos, and antique sporting goods.”

Left:
Above:

Joan
Apollonia
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P aper Cuts men of a c&in status had a male slav
called aoncubinughose specific func

Book's Y_Ou M ight _N ot Have Read tion was to meet their sexual needs
by M artin K. S mith befoe marriage. As paf the vedding

festivities he was dismissed (at least fr
Same-Sex Unions in Premodern Europe this post), and themwas risqué humor
(John B oswel/Random H ou se, 1994) about the situation.”

The early Christians kdr een
worried about marriage, believing as
LL O h no,” | hear gu  refer to what the pdaers expect tahey did thatelus would be back any

whimper  “no be a permanent antleisie union minute with Hs nev heaen and ne
more about the between two people, which woulshth, rendering their cuent world and
Gay Marriage ContversyWell, yes ~ produce legitimate chigrif they its rituals ireleant. They saw marriage
and no This bools pemise—that chose to hachilden and which as better than burning (1 Corinthians
1,500 yars ago, Catholic and Eastern Creates mutual rights aresponsi 7:9) but a distant second to celibacy
Orthodox chuches wre sanctifying  bilities, legal, economic, anghich kept the soul unstaingddodily
holy unions for same-sex couples—moral.... 8ch a elationship iscoruption. Those who did marr
may vell get eaderseklempt and ~ both moe and less than arayiety tended to use the existing forms of their
talking amongst themsedy but the  Of heteosexual coupling in th@cal cultue. The Chuch didrt declae
book itself is dewtly non-contover- ancient world, most of whicle® marriage a sacramesduiring priestly
sial. t's a Scholariork: formal and ~ Propety arrangements..These intervention until 1215.
academic in tone, tlg-cautious at Societies prided fev means of  Boswell also mrsents, ém litera
ewly step and footnoted to within ~ acquiring walth besideswoer ture of the times, a thriving tradition of
an inch of its life. (BosW, who died ~ ship—of land, of persons, or ghme-sex pairingsfeve all hear the
in '94, held the imposingly titled A. precious items.eBple could notrumors about ancientréks baing
Whitney Giswold Rofessor of  Simply go to wérand draw a sajarpoys  (actually mer like yung
Histoly chair atvale.) ... [and] since marriage wgsahd teenagers, and it seems tce Hamen
Bosvell found what he beley large a mpety and dynasticmore a lee of beauty in generaigad-
to be actual examples of such liturgiesrrangement, a man mighelWwiless of gender); they also had legends of
in ancient manuscript collections hae a wife for dynastic and -eagarrior-hep pairs like éhilles and
from libraries and monasteriepssr NOMIC easons, plus a concubipgtoclus, and the historical fact of the
Europe, and mvides translatecey ~ and a number of seawomen for Saced Band of Thebes, a battalion
sions in an appendithe bools  sex (or lee), as Bmosthenes angbrmed entiely of male couples, and
main body though, is a histprof  others noted. &lmight een go to regadled as damn good fighterg b
marriage, sexual reer and the slo  prostitutes on top of all thishis ewerybody who met them in combat.
Christianization of same tlughout appears to havbeen a commorThe Christians had theimn deistic
the Graeco-Bman worldThe defi pattern for pspepus Geek and duos: Ravid andahathan fom the Qd
nition of ‘marriage,” he first points Roman males, and was not censfdstament; and the rhaed saints
out, has gone tbugh some changes €ed immoral or @ ppmiscuous.Rerpetua and efficitas, &lyeuct and
in two millennia. Neachos, &ge and&chuslhe latter
The Qaeco-Bman hubp didrt “wee Foman soldiers of high standing
It is my understanding thaways limit himself to female esain the late thal / early fouh cen
most modern speakers oiglish €ither “From the evidence ofigustan tury.... They wer also Christians,
understand the ternrmérriageto Poety, one could conclude thatRan united in their lge for each other in a



The
May 200 4 pagell Blotter

way that ecalls the descriptiory bsouces is @sentedybthe fact that the .
Tettullian of a Christian hetsexual common wats for ‘husbandnd wifé Ad Ve rtl Se
married couple.” were simply the nouns fanan and
Boswvell concludes: ‘woman?” He has pmvided somgq
souces in their originalr€ek, so bilin
Residents of the nations emeggal eaders can ytr their avn T h e
ing fom pagan antiquity into théranslating if so inclined, anda feet B | o) t t er
Christian Mddle Ages had mangio ceemonies ar also included fq
reasons to contemn hes&xual comparison.
arrangements, wed as a terstrial Reading a book like this is dha 11!
conenience or aduatage, and atvolk (and so iswvieving it), but if sex It S Cheap’ €a
the same time to admisame-sexial histoy inteests Qu, it may bg effe Ct|ve and
passions and unions—thesidual worth your while.You needh worry . ! .
cult of the masculine and mascul@aout the footnotes unlessl yourself us In p rint. cé
attachments to the many exampdes a full-bae academic. ¢btnotes in
of military matyrs joined at deattthis kind of Scholarly/ork ae just aca M arty at
by their destion both to ®&d and demics code-talking to each other; t¢
to each otheAll of this makes itheyre like backgund static on thg (9 19) 286_77
less surprising that when thadio A simple sentence on, sayly
Christian chuwsh finally devised eetChristian marriage will be traileg:
emonies of commitment, some ‘#31. Caesarius of ArlesyiBon 44.5, S
them should havbeen for samgCorpus Christianmn...series lati
gender couples. (Turnhout, 1953 -) 103:108]; notey |
Ritzer as a ‘@llician usage,’ pR12,
The liturgies and prexs themsedg 260; cf Brundage p92, $evenson, p
usually ingke ®rge and &-chus, 158, and Mlin and Mitembe, citec
Corinthians 13, ordalm 133, and usabae, n. 7., pp 291-292. Cf ‘The
various symbolic gestsrsuch as th&enitential ofTheodo€ [Christian Ea
patners joining right hands, which th&68-90], 12:1, suggesting that this «
priest wraps with his stole. Balbvitom was not limited to &l [translatec
translated the originalsefally trying in bhn McNeill and Hlena @mer
not to slant one way or the angtaed Medieal Handbooks aéffance: Aains
offers warnings of watricky it can belation of the princidddri poenitentiales
to put ancient languages and conceypid selection®nfr elated documel
in modern dess. “@ek terminology(New York, 1938), p 208.]"
regagling marriage was so fluid that itdgxxxxxshwxxzz2
nearly impossible to infer theeg@se  The stoy of Boswlls eseahings
natue of a elationship &m wods might hae made a merinteesting
alone.Gamds .was the most commonarratie, thoughWe get a e frag
legal term for a edding, but, asments: An elderlyesuit, shwing him
Redfield obsees, Gamoss the name,through an ancient tome, suddenly
in its primay significance, not of a-ceitusteed and turnedwer a page, mul
emony but of the sexual act itselfA tering something abouhd longer
further complication in analysing thesed or “not impotant.” Queried, his
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discomfar was so singular that .
spaked not only Bossils academicAu gu stEvenin g

curiosity but also his gayThen when Prologue to Waking Up, anove
the Vatican found out exactly what [0y J ohn ny P ence

was wding on, they wouldret him
back in their libraries....

Meanwhile, edding traditions I n the \ellov eening hag amund latelyand she would gr

continue to eshe, like any other living of August, in the deafenif he was going too fasThat
social custom. A gay union éntto ing whir of cicadas, an ol¢asit often a poblem, because
some gars back had the women @by got dwn off his old horsg¢here wasih much to hury the
teay-eyd aftevads sayingwhat a g did a little dance to get hidajor

beautiful sefce it wdswhile the men i cyjation going againWhen People told him he ought to
cracked beers and bacheldypakes; the pins and needles faded, Piét the dog dan. While he was
thee was aegular tiexd cake, but Withyant o/er with one hand in thet it, he should spend another
two gooms, along with a sheet cakgia|| of his back and patted &und on that feeble old horse.
iced with the rainbeflag and adorned, |4 gogs head. You can imagine that the dybr
with Teletubbies. And Allen &ofss He had something for ey- didn't listen.

Barbecue catt the eception. Oer in body in his saddlebaghe dog “Good ol hoss. ®od ol dog.
the other camMiss Mannersacently got a hambone, the horse got @od ol hoss. ®od ol dog,” he
answered a letter dm distraught Parapple, and he packed himselfaid in a priate, familiar
ents whose daughter and heftend ,ine The three of them satybSingsong. K sat asslegged on
wanted to walk @ the aisle buckhe edge of a flateek, that fedthe grass, one hand patting the
naked. N imminent husband and Bakto the Re Dee riwer and thenhorsé flank and the other the
planning for sometime nextdy legal ¢rooked southwalr sprawling fordogs head, maybe picking a tick
status notwithstanding (maybe ouf PpaS|es with the tide den to Off one, the othewor himself

tor can say fil spite of the peersnot Georgetwn. They enjged each He thought for a moment
vested in meybthe geernment..."). 5ihers company and the ening about hev good things are, and
Controversy shmontoversy we SaY—in the way theg become ery how bad the‘yl been. K was
the folks who matter to us wél€ognie omfotable doing as they eyr proud of himself and what 'de

it, and them that ddrwort get invited. 5|4 together done since th&ar. The lawers

No champagne fooy! It was 1909, and Mjor were straightening ewthing
ThaddeusThackeray had finout. He had his house inder
ished his dinner about a He€d been looking fovad to
half-hour ago His bogs were today for a good while. ed
back at the house, holding théfpown it was coming, and cem

bellies and making wboo!” ing todaysince he got backofn
Martin K. Smith is the publishernoises, sipping at glasses Asfkansas. B uncossed his thin
of The Botter and writes monthly,,hiskey and thanking the girls.!legs and leaned back on his

book evievs of books thaby really : . -
arert likely to hae ead. Bst install 't was the Mjors habit to elbows. The horse eins vere

ments ha featued biographies ofide to the cgek on these sunfossed loosely uper the saddie
porn stars, ‘50s pulp sci-fi, and a simer eenings if the horse was stiiprn, and the dog had spun
teenth-centyr English allegyr saddled, and the dog was ere@round enough to get comfer

romance, and moeto guide about, . than ten feet awayfn the able and flop den.
fishing. tes a fequent DJ O Major That poor old dog had The Major took another
WXDU, Duke Lhiversity radio, and

pretty much estybody knavs him. been having otuble gettinggOOd, long puff on his pipe
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befoe hé& hawe to set it den, now it was wer and he kne it

then he pulled out hisl&khawk was for the best.eHput his pistol )
to make suwg it was loaded.t Iback in the holster and tar the {

was, and heetaxd, set it aoss gunbelt a couple yds away It

his lap and vent back to gettingvas a nice pistol and he want: Duke University Radio
the best of his pipe. Félix to haw it.

The horse shifted hisewght. He realizd that he didh
The moment stuck ancepeatedknow what to do next—/he seen 88_7

in ThaddeusThackeray mind, the gator in his @ams and he

the moment hd been waitingknew what was going to happer 1 03 f

for. but he didrt know what to do .5 m
A gator thee times the szf while it happenedt was a good

the biggest one anybody hadreday to die, so heemt back to his www.wxdu.org

seen ceered the ten feet betwn pipe, ly God. Request Lines: 684.8870 & 684.8871

the horse and the ewk in the

blink of an eg. The Major had

squeeed off a .357 slug into the

beasst left eg befoe it killed the

horse, but ean a big ound like

that wort stop a fifty-foot lizak.

Appaently it wont ewen slov

one davn. The Major knev what

he would do and he did it with

out thinking: aiming for two

more shots, then fanning the

hammer for theeamaining thee.

His pistol was empty Johnny Rences me, the editor of
The horss neck and &mt this magazine and @éfance writer

legs were bioken in the instant o/and editarThis is the mlogue to my

the gatos lunge Fait accomplit novel Waking U, due out asund

the ancient monster turned orChristmastime fim Trevisi

yellow eye and one blasted sockPublications. By a copy or else.

from the dead horse to the mi —ediot@blotterrag.com

who had just maimed ithe dog

stood betwen them, b&ing like

she was only a&&r old. Be leapt

without a trace of the thritis

that had slowed her dwn so bad

lately and sunk heremaining

worn, bown teeth ineffectaly

in the drago®s thick hide.The

gator lunged again, misjudgir

the distance, and @und the old

mongel beneath its bellyshe

yelped once and the magheatr

sank to hear the old girlychbut
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BRANCH
CHAPEL HIL
BOOKSHO
and
The Blotter

present

Our Latest

friday, may 21
7:00 p.m.

Every Month, join past an
presentBlotter authors, aists
poets, and special guestpeq
mike readings folle.

(Sign-up for open spaces, 5
time limit for open mike reac

Also st Branch's in the nesr future

Qun., May 9, 2:00: Rvid Webe
Windrideis Gath.Tues. Ml%/
Kristin Ohlson, Salking th
Satuday May 15 1:30: B.
Mountfod, Bloodiines ofh&cklefe
Banks Wed. May 26 7:30 Bnni
McFarland,Princé Bwad. Sun. Ma
30 2:00: Grah DessenThe Trut
About Breer Sat. dine 5 7:30ah
Amen, danna Catherine Scotar8
Lindsay Nathan LesliePoetry
Thurs. dne 10 7:300ken Word
L|ve Taplng Michael Mrris, Sow
Way Hbme

branch’s chapel
hill booksh

243 s. elliott rd.
in village plaza
968.9110
www.branchsbookshop.co

your hair looks good like tha

Obituary
by Eso P eomf ace

he was lazy and a slob
and he hated his job
but we loved him just the same

he was ignorant and petentious
and he hated all of us
but we loved him just the same

he was pale because he wouldn't leave our

house o Eso Romfacas olvi-
and we wanted to kick him out
but we loved him just the same ously a pseudonym, and

. thats about all the infgr
he took advantage of innocence

and evew other dollar we made he spent mation ve hae flom thig
but we loved him just the same one. 8rry.

he was too liberal and tooude Gj Kay Bshophas an
and every other wod out of his mouth was lewde-mail add¥ss that would
but we loved him just the same suggest she kerfor the
he was undriven and slept to much EPA, but bepnd that i
and he used depession as a autch also something of [an

but we loved him just the same

enigma.

he was intelligent but never went to college
he was caring and kind but left nothing behind
and we love him because we gave him his name

Death i n A spic—A CBA N ews Special R eport
by G. Kay B ishop

It has ecently been detenined
That food is the leading cause of death in humans.

The sugeon general is unceain what to ecommend:
Eating in moderation? Foodd& Fridays?
Peihaps—sober, state-owned estaurants....

The Catholic Cheh has compomised

By discontinuing wafers (for Man does not live bgdn alone),

But (considering the Holy Spirits, the Benedictines, and quadd
attendance at Mass)

The Pope was fin about wine.

Famers ar dumping grain onto Thit World stock markets
As quickly as possible beferthe news speads,
And food-telated industries a& preparing a massive ad campaign

To persuade people that dining is a pleaser
They simply cannot live without.

Meanwhile, biochemists a working aound the clock
To perfect photosynthetic implantation techniques
For the Resident and his Cabinet.

Consumers thoughout the nation seem calm, but apphensive;
And childen continue to eport
That the pigs and the ¢é¢es are laughing.




The

1077th An ti-aircraft R egim ent
by GarrySomers

May 200 4 pagels Blotter
“The first combat with ageman Bnzr column occued on the appaches 10 the |
Tractor factoy. The unit inwlved was the 1077th Anti-8iaft RegimentThe cews of
these AA Gns consisted obyng girls who hadlunteeed for combat duty with the
Army The Atillery unit was positioned on the flabgnd of the ®ppe. We saw that The Blotter
they vere all alone as tlewere no Bviet toops either to the left of them, or to the righ .
We fully understood that it was their duty to stand and defencbtims! go the last per Needs antVantsYour Contribution
son living.” Copyrightt&lingrad-infacom SO G | V e I t U
That gow our wheat fields. ; feai ;
300 gglrls that raise their hands and meh away. We pefer e-mall submissions in all cs

My sister who was once so shy that she and they go to

would not buy candy im a stoe memaid@blotterrag.com
and gave me her coins to pghase sweets. ; ’
She %vipes sweat &m her fgce with an am or paper copies can go to

curved with had muscle fom twisting bolts of steel.

Here's to the brave women who )
Work in the factoy that makes tractors and combines

Her nimble hand holds the chae rod that Jenny Haniver
Iloadslg band of twenty millimeter into th‘lghhméd ‘ PO Bax 175

would not ecognize my sister's eyes. Theyeadarker ; I
and move pecisely watching the horizon. Hillsborough, NC 27278
Here's to the stong women who Send us:
struggle against invaders, advancing to the challenge .
facing our motherland. Short prose (stories and
My own mother whose voice is softer than the wisps of down-feathers nonacademic essays),
blown from nests by the river's edge, Poetty,
she sang to me to cue my huting head and . Photojournalism/-essay
her hand, calloused as a boot, smoothed my hair B li that
until | slept. She cracks open crates with asnibar, urnalism that goes e or
stacking the ammunition. wamg the empty boxes in émt beneath whatou might find
for some small potection. | would notecognize elsevhee,
my mother's eyes. Their heigrare gone, now she has gone cold, Comix, and
snow wind of the steppe, and deadly Fine at that would epoduce ell
Here's to the fearsome women who on this type of paper

Crouch in shallow shellholes while bombs rain down.

Rise in the aftenath and shoot again. )

My daughter it seems only last year was too young to wear shoes in the summer
running thiough the grass with her hands out, falling laughing to hide
shouting Find me Poppa, Find me!

Guidelines and dministrativia

Do not send original wiorof an
kind! Your submissions will n

Her thin fingers grasp a sew wind and elevate the gun to zer be retumed
Aiming at a Panthersending ounds peeling of ) .
in a steady thumping line aass the flat land above the light bwn grass. Lo-res images may be attachg

i wouldn't lecognize my daughterher nose bleeds im concussion, she shakes [ESRUEURSIVIIiISEI (o] stsMg oIV g g[o]e}

her head attachments. d&te all text into t
and hawks coppercolored spit on the dust. e-mail body or send paper co
to'the PO. boax abwe
Here's to the lonely women, each one a teer . .
each one dead, for nobody is coming irlief. type anything foroy.
My lover so accepting and inviting, now she stands Handwritten stuff iseally no
in"the slick death of a girl she does not know consideed; we need an eleotrid
that worked with her in some other paof the factoy. ] ) ] copy of all text, andoy hae tg
A girl that could have been a friend while they stood, while they waited, eating Supply it
bread from a dusty sack,

not saving it for a later that didn't come, not saying anything. An e-mail addrss oreply SASHS
Her hand ?one, sliced by a bit ofoin whickering past, required befoe we will’'respond

a terrible black bid. Wapped tiﬁhtl / aound her upper am, her hair cloth.

| would not ecognize my lovershe dies quickly in the August sun and no one Try to send stuff that is some

goes to her and holds her head and weeps. resonant with whataevhaw
already publishe

WhenGarry Smerstold me he had a poem that was a fake trans|JEEERICISIULRE: ét‘ﬁg{itiirf?llq-i%

of a nonexistentofet ballad abouealWWIl women wlunteers shooting _
AA guns at a paeizcolumn, | kner exactly ho | was going to use thiy [k 'fg%?ir"’]‘t”;gp%% hts but af
page. There is no paymentey.







