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Least of M y B ret hr en
by J ohn ny P ence

He who has ears to hieahim hear
[Luke 8:8, @spel of Mry (Nag Hammadi) 4:24, 32]

his time of wear Mandy says to the werecep
I ewverybodys heat tionist.
gets a little raw “Hit ‘im with a stapler!]

Even if you spent the whol&ys Amber _
year doih nothing but good “Shoot ‘im!” &ys Bitney

The Dream

real dreams, real
RumisrRomper Room, Gd

Okay, so | had this dream that |
was hanging out at Bruce Willis or
Demi Moore's house with their
daughter Rumer (apparently, in the
dream at least, she was very cool
for a teenager and we hung out a
lot when | was over there; we got
along well).

and having a dandy timepy Lemys taken a fe lumps,

still got to spend at least a haifd that ashtray hit him rig
hour ciin to yourself atin the head and bke. And gu

Christmastime. M, | get aknow howv much it bleeds wh
choked up about hungrkidsyou get cut on the head.
or soldiers away oim home. “Girls?” Mary says, writin
Sometimes en the gland ofsomething in the dust and d
Misfit Toys does it or tha@n the eception counte
Willie Nelson song aboutWhats goin on?” ®e just
“pretty pencils to write ‘| W@ Stated the job todayso |
you—"" oh, good Lad. | cairt reckon she ddnwant to do
ewen think about that one. nothin' rash. &ange though
And | like to think | lead &tatin’ a job as aeceptionist a
decent, Christian life, so & whoehouse on Christmg
Christmastime is that hhrfor €.
me, Yu can just imagine o  Mandy says, all huffiand
had it is for a genuine, misepuffin’, “Well, we did the
able bastdrlike Leoy. shawver like he paid forbut |

Here he comes mo He wascould tell all along he wor.

in the Rivate ®ower mom ofgoin no futher with that soff
the Little $ar Health $a (andlittle pickle betwen his legs
“All-Girl Staff” is in red neonBut he left a tip and triedto
belov the blue star on the siggive him a special, but tin
with  “Truckers Welcomé dragged on and the hour w
belov that so gu can see itg_p_and my carpal tuqnel w
from the interstate) witkillin" me—so | quit.
Handy Mandy and shs a-wanted his money back. |
chasih him out, thowin' hot hell na Then he pushed m
massageocks, bars of soap and tried to take it. I kicke
full ashtray whateer she camim in that soft little picklg
get her hands orThe otherand, vell, hee ve ae.... Im a
girls hear the commotion ard! you, you sumbitch!”
join in with the thowin'. “Shoot ‘im!” @ys Bitney.
“M ary, stop this sumbitch!” Mary keeps a-doodlin wit
her finger in the dustJjhn

sdpassed it on from one field to

We were in this really big, bright,
room. There was a stack of toys
and other stuff in one corner—I
particularly noticed four basketballs
still in their store wrapping. | was
teasing Rumer, and | said “Ooh,
you're a bad little rich girl, letting all
those new toys sit there while kids
are starving.” She laughed. | said,
“Hey, let's get your dad to fly us to
Africa in his plane and we can drop
them off with the kids.” She
laughed. | said, “No, seriously, why
not? Do you think he'll do it?” She
said, “I don't think he would be into
it.”

—T.S., Durham

| dreamed that someone had
started a tradition in which, when-
ever you see football goalposts,
you're supposed to climb up on the
crossbar and yell down at the field
You win some, you lose some!"
This was done for good luck. It
started after a football game, and
the first guy to do it was somehow
displaying excellent sportsmanship
by the act. It turns out that a large
percentage of the world's football
fields were lined up together, all
around the world. So when the first
guy did it, everybody saw him and

another. In this way, it spread very
quickly.

—T.T., Athens

Please senda@tpts fom your dieam
journals toenny at
mermald@blotterrag com

If nothing else, avlore to ead them.
We wort publlsh yur whole name.
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5 2 tel
Visil my websile:, Waw.

8:8] and says, ‘@ like yall his own family at Christ-
aint newer done nothinwrong. mastime. ®© anytime. And
Go on and beak his head opewrally | cairit say | blame him.
if any one of qu girls ga& a  His wife and kids ddncae
feller his monéy-woth todaynothin for him, and they only
without takin shotcuts orwant him to buy them things.
givin him a foty-dollar speciaWhen the bgs were littler he
when he paid sixty Mighty used to hug them and play ball
strong wods fom the ne girl, with them when he was home,
and one who donwork with but they doit want nothin to
the customers eithdyut some do with him nav, so why come
how dorit nobody argue. home? And that wks out fine
The girls kinda shake thebecause they want him to wor
fists and grab their coochim®re miles so he can buy them
and make faces at bgrwhds a Xbo 360 and a ne Honda
just bawlih his egs out, doin250 and some ue bling so
up his pants, puttirhis hat onthey canepresent like playas. |
top of his bleedinhead. Aiit dont think Lemoy knows what
no pride in beinbeat up B anone of that means.
bunch of whoes. | don't hawe nothin nice to
say about that wife of his, nei
Leroy dorit get much to beher. She takes his money and
proud of in this life. l# is aspends it on the junk those
good tucker Hes usually orboys whine far And on junk
time, that much he does lavood too, ots them bgs teeth
He’s been drivinfor Smons and guts out—gu think I'm
Fair Sas transporfor fifteenkiddin'? The older on's poba
years, exr since he dppedbly goin to need to get his gall
out of high school, and he ‘aibladder out fom neer once
newer late if he can help it.f@atin a collad green or a pole
course, a big pwaof that is thatbean in his life. And she ags

{ he dort sleep And a big pdraround with anybody whid

of thatis that he likes theys look at her but dornt give
tal. That ciystal also halsey nothin when h& in her
something to do with his sdfed. e does want him to do
little pickle. for her though. I$e wants some
But drivin through thesestuff to petty up the trailer: a
mountains with a head full plasma teee, a n@ orange

» ice can get mighty Hmhrlt getsvelour livin room set, and a

to whee hed rather be on théig, shiny ooster sculpter
road—in the snw, in the dak, that she saw at the ddntain
on a 20 pearent grade, with &allery in the mall in dhnson

. load of steel beams, with a hi@ity.

dred-foot dop on one side and

a svervin' minivan full of yup Leroys back in the cab of
pies and their kids in his blirtde truck, with “Smons FRir
spot on the other—than witBeasTranspot” lit up in the



The
Decem ber 2005 pageb Blotter

gaudy neon for all to see..MMary’s got some help in her ftre Little $ar though. Be said
Smon wouldrt want to see itlLeroy, and some to spar $ie she was &ém aound hee.
or for anybody to tell hinsees Ley and the gun, but he “Dammit,” Leoy says, ‘I
about it, but to hell withdont see herShe airt scaed ofcairit even ... | should hav
Smon, Lepy figures.To hell nothin. She walks right up anplist pulled the trigger
with that wife and those kideaps on the winde Sheés got Mary just ches.
To hell himself He opens théwo twenties held up; Ley Leroys cyin’ had now,
glove box and pulls out the old .4%vas a-fightinover a foty-dol blubberin tears and snot all
See, anywherLepy drives,lar tip befoe. “Hey sugarthis over himselfHe wipes his nose
it stats and ends in the moumnés on me. Mrry Christmas,”on a napkin fom dovn on the
tains.You knov they put thenshe says thugh the glass. floorboads and takes his hat
runaway tuck ramps on the Lemy takes the gun out afff. He airt bleedin had no
side of the gad for a €asonhis mouth and holds it up tmore. He grabs Mry's petty
and Leoy's had to use onlis temple. “Caihyou see i little foot and takes off the
once, brakes just quit on hidusy?” shoe. H's mubbin her foot
He hit it at about 90 after Mary opens the dopmnow, not like in a peserted
tryin and tiyin' to keep thatclimbs in @er his lap acossway but in a nevous wayLike
truck on the oad. He keeps hishe pistol, aass the shifterdie dort know nothini better to
daddys .45 in the tuck nov and plops den in the passerdo.
because Henewr go though gers seat. I&gs sittin on a big  “I'm so sow.” He kisses her
that againThatll be one timebag of beef jgy, and pulls itfoot and his tears erdrippin
he dort shav up on timeWell, out from under her butt. I® down on her“I’'m so son.”
maybe tonight he wdnshav takes a piece of the meatukke “I't aint me yu should be
up on time neither 7:36] and stds to che&in’, apologizihto,” Mary says, “but
Now folks, if yu know lookin Lemy in the eg, notyou knov what? | forge you
what a gun baet tastes likélinkin'. She puts the monegnyhav.”
and yure still hee to ead thisup on the dashbodr She caift Lery looks her in the ey
stoty, you knov Lewoys in abe twenty years old gt, andmaybe for the first time.
bad way right ne. He needs gaust as petty as a picter A Maybe the first time he done
little helg and prayinh worit least half Chekee, but thenlooked anybody in the @yor a
hurt none. who airt around hee? Sangelong time. Thank you,” he felt
Well, hee comes Mry. how dorit nobody knav her atlike he had mar to say but

Siniste r Be dfellows
by m ckenzee
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wouldrit no moe come out. nobody pay for i@. You giwe it it, Leroy. You cairt give it if you
“Let me tell yu somethingand it comes backuByou cairt choke it off wonin'. Thats why
Lemoy,” Mary says, calm and €dive nothin you dort haw. No you airt got none to ge. You
lected asou please, just takisir, you caift give nothin you choke it off with guilt and
that gun away d&m him and let dorit haw.” despairDo that thing whes you
tin’ the hammer den easy Mairy hit the nail on the heapull the toes den again.Yeah.
droppint out theclip and takih for Leoy, but she ddh know Thats it. You knav despair is the
the ound out of the chambehim a bit. Bit for him, hearinit sin caift be forgie? ®od thing
“Today was my first day Wwor is just as matter-of-fact as leu didrit pull that triggef She
her. | tell yu what, | sw airt tellin him his egs was lbwn. stats on another piece of kgr
here for anybodputyou! Triflin’ “Whats your name, darlir-uh, “You got to belieas you can still
women in thex. Men too But | mdam?” he asks, huggup on be sagd, no matter he awful
see it ne, clear as dayou needher foot andeally digginin with you think you ae.
my help and tha what this is ahis knuckles. “You feel like gure a-
about. | can see that, clear as‘Oooh, thak it, bg/! You canwallerin in sin, caith nobody
day” she said again. call me My, and thas goodhelp yu. Well, you ae, but yu
“You and me is hertogetherenough for na. | am what | amdorit hawe to beYou look aound
tonight for a eason,” she sayByt listen nav if you got ears t@nd wory about buyin things
lettin him rub her feet and gehear me,” My airt never met aand tiyin' to live up to somethin,
tin" comfotable about it. stranger | reckon. *“ou think not out of lvwe but becauseoy
“First of all, I can tellgu you caift love yourself or thafeel like gu hae ta And some
need loe, Leoy Thats whatfamily of yurs because dbnvhee in the back ofour mind,
brought yu hee, but doit nobody lee you. You got to gie somethifs nagginyou about the
‘reason for the seasand it
makes gu feel worse because y
got all that misgrtwisted up in
your heatrand yu dort feel like
you can do no good @v if you
wanted,” and she kicks off her
other shoe and @gvhim her
other foot. H offers her a
"Marlboo and she lights it,
relaxin like only a Mrlboo red
can do gu. $es talking some
crazy shi— uhstuff but she

o . dorit look crazy She looks like
We dort do politics if v can help it. she knws what stedoif. Leny

Electonic submissionseastongly pefered.They go 10,5t ubs and listens, yin.
Jenny Haniver, memaid@blotterrag.comYou can cgll  “Byt they aiit no such thing

SUBMIT

The Blotter
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academic essaybterranean journalism, photots,cmix
found objects, and whateelsegu think is apmpriate We
dorit “write aboutewents.

706.583.9098during business hours f{tx informatio
about snail-mail submissions.

Nothing will be eturned without an SASEhe act g
submission impliesy will allev us to publishour wok if
we accept iWVe caib pay wu. You keep all copyrights.

Any other questions? Askdy

as sin, Ley [Mary (Nag
Hammadi) 4:26].You makesin
yourself when gqu do sinful
things,” she says, turhump the
heat in the cab just a little,
“Everything in this world is tied
up togetherand aiit none of it
perffect. Cnhly pefect thing that

f
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ewer was, was theo@d Lod, so
dont beat purself up if gu airt Homel €SS, Strande d’ N ew H elp

peffect. You airt the Good Lod by M ichael B. O wen
are you?” 8e laughs and flicks «
ash, but then somethichanges

She says,eal serious and crazy- Even if you do not seé&ircumstance, or character flaw

lookir: “You airt, right? them, they a thee. allovs these men to degrade
“No,” Leoy answrs, a little Every day they arthemseles ly begging for
SC%?S' q heed 1ge Standing at the stoplight at tiggange at éavay stops.You
ou done s Me W€ i terstate ramp of 1-40 at 1§ccasionally take quick glances

Lo;!ghxhléﬁolyw\;c;ug\évsje%333%01. They ae holding sign&t their faces and seacant,
You wanted to use that gun amf"lt say “Homeless, tanded,distant, pathetic exgssions.

you didrt. Bless gur hear for Need Help” You might occaYou begin to notice the same
that, Leoy. That was bra sionally glance at them butuy€xpession on the faces of many
“Now, I'm not goin back in@me caeful to avid ey contactother highway beggars in the
the Little Sar tonight. | quit. | You wonder if they ararea.You wonder what their
told them befaz | left that | for really stranded and homeleléées ae really like.
give them, but they got to kmoYou wonder hw much money Maybe pu do not wonder
they airt doin right. They they makeYou wonder if theyabout any of this at all, but
needed somebody to Wothe would accept an dinary daymany of us dol did. | became
desk, but didh nobody shar ajob if someone offed it. You Very curious about two men
kind wod or offer me a cigatte wonder what type of conditiol cont'd., p. 10
or nothir. You let me into gur
truck and let me sawour life.
Here yu ae wmubbin my feet
after both of us had an awful
of wok. Youre full of sin, bu
you got lae in yu too [Luke
7:47]. | canforgie you. | can
give yu that as a Christm
present.
Lery drops his head and
really comes out mpbig ol sobs
shakihthe whole calHes cyin
like he doi cae who hears i
cryin’ so had he gets the hiccu
“Thank yu, Lod,” Leny
says after he gets it all out.
“Go in peace, Ley” Maly
says, but he dtrgo right awa
They sit thex together eatithat
beef jeky for a while longer
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Portmeirion (Ghost Gar den )

Hampton Cour t (Sphinx ette)

Alison Overton’s Ghost Garden

Black & White Photos, Ovepainted with Transparent Qills.
Work on Display at Artspace in Raeigh until mid-January.

www.alisonoverton.com
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Hampton Cour t (Spikeling)

Chateau du Pin (Moat and Urn)

Lullingstone (St. Botolph)
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who | had noticed standingomeless men sitting on cratlksvers license back. Ralph
ewery day at the 15-501xi off in what | later learned was théier is waitihfor his disability
of 1-40. One morning a fe “break aea.” Charles pointedaim to go though. Eerybody
months ago (foreasons that &t me and glled oer the trafficout hee is waitih for some
still do not understand) rmoise to one of the other hontéing.” | asked, What ae you
pulled off the ramp and ontolass men, Talk to him!” He waiting for Bulldog?” Billdog
sewice pad. | walked tlough smiled at me and said, fHooked up to the skyaised his
the underbush, wer a fencepame is Blldog. | cait talk to hands into the air and said,
acmoss the ramp anybu right nav. You can go talkl’'m waitiri to be taken upyb
appoached one of the highway Bulldog if you want to” Jesus.”

beggars. As | appached the Bulldog looked like a guy Eventually Charles joined

homeless man, | mentallwho had earned his nicknanus. in the beak aea. | quickly
rehearsed a \ie openers tdde was a shiprstudy, tattooedobseved that he was a
explain my integst. guy with long hairHe was sitrespected leader among the

| slowly walked clos&éng with another man whgroup. He told me that he pr
enough to shake hands aaplpeagd to hae some type ofiously woked for thiteen
introduce myselfl said, “lIskin disoder | walked w@er years for an electric company in
hawe noticed gu guys out herand sat den in the beak aeathe aea. H& had been married
for a long time. B you mind ifand stated chatting withand had sevral childen. His
| ask yu a fev questions?” Bulldog. He told me that héife had taken a sour turn avfe

The homeless man samlas a former &y ®al. H years ago when he lost his dri
“What kind of questions?” said that he had been on ther's license. Bl was a little

“I don't really knav, yet,” | highway eer since both of higague about hwo this hap
said. “I hae this idea abouytarnts died manyears agopened, but he said the loss of
making a videotape thate said that he and Charleis drivers license steed a
describes whatoy guys a worked together and that thehain eaction of negatev
doing out hee. | think a lot ofhad been standing at this saewents that left him with no
people would be intested.” ramp for almost twoears. Iway to earn money brought

“I' don't know about amust hae looked surprisedp the idea of making a video
videotape, but @ll be happythat they had been at the satape to tell some of these
to talk to yu. I'm Charles.” l¢ spot for so long. WBldog stories. Blldog made it ery
looked w@er into a stand oéxplained, We're all out hes clear that he was not in¢ésted.
trees about 30 feetofm thewaitin for something. CharleSharles said,We dort know
ramp There were two otherover thee is waitihto get hisyou well enough for something

THE
STACCATO MAG

Accepting submissions
year-round!

send microfiction.
(500 wrds.)

staccatomag@yahoo.com

staccatomagazine.com
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like that. Bt you can come outvvork through eening wusha bath they take in the est
here anytime to talk with us Hour. They wok in thirty room atWal-Mart. They take
you want.” Hs invitation ledminute shifts. @e of thempride and satisfaction in their
to a series of visitsay the nextstands on the ramp with a sighility to live independently in
seeral months. Dring thesewhile the other sits on a crdatee woods. They corectly
visits | learned a gat dealn the beak aea.They ae apointed out that, “Nt ewery-
about their lies. | also gw to team, and they wkrtogetherbody can to do it.”
like these guys. well. They pool their evenue  Eventually | learned that
The first fev conwersationsand shax expensesihey sayCharles and Hldog hae ‘reg
focused primarily on théhey each can make about tdars who frequently gig
mechanics of their wioas panto twelwe dollars a dayut | them food. Blldog told me
handlers. Charles andilRlog suspect that they may makéhat he once eturned to the
told me that they dwn’ the little more than that. Charlesreak aea after being away for
ramp at [-40 and 15-50They has studied the giving pattemsvhile, and someone had left
sometimes shartheir rampof people passingy band canfood on top of one of the
with a fev other local peopleredict which days will be beatrates. @ one occasion while
and they a happy to sharter than agrage. &r examplewe were talking, they are eat
“shift§ with drifters who ar he said, “Adays befa holidaying freshly baked bad gien
just passing tbugh. | askedveekends ar always our best them that morning Y a
Bulldog if other panhandledays.” truck driver from a baker In
ewer challenged theimmmership  Charles and @ldog liwe fact, they seemed to Ieav
of the ramp He looked wer together in a campsite in tipéenty of food. What we really
into the tees at a long metaloods near thenterstateThey need,” Rilldog said, “is
pole and said he was not wdo not ewal the location of
ried about that. @ said it washe campsite but they appear
“sot of a code of théaVest be \ery proud of it. They eacl
that panhandlers espectedaw a tent, sleeping bag an
each othergropety rights. propane tankThey liwe in this
Charles and Wldog star campsite gar ound, egadless
early enough each morning abthe temperater They stoe
catch the wsh hour trafficwater in containers and ta
They take a long bak abouthalf a bath at the campsitt
ten dclock.They return in theeach morningThe other “half
afternoon aund thee and
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propane fuel and bugpellentwhy. On another day while gituations like that attheir
to get rid of the ticks.” was visiting the ram@ car aintersection.”

Charles and @#ldog toldthe intersection steed to Charles, Blldog, and the
me that each panhandler smoke fom under the hood. Ather panhandlers | meteamot
Durham must buy a permit fgoung woman driving the cashamed about begging for
twenty dollars trm the city orpanicked and immediatelgoney Their acceptance of
be subject to a findhis per called 911 on her cell phoneegging challenges the ster
mit includes a photo ID thaCharles apmached the car angpes about war and self
the panhandler must ea&rasked if he could helphe dis sufficiency that most men in
when woking. This requie- traught woman said that sber cultue ae stuck with,
ment became etevant onethought her car was on dirwhether w like it or not. |
afternoon when | was at tli@harles asked for permissionthink Charles andldog hae
Interstate ramp during a visatok under the hood wherhecreated some sophisticated
from the Durham police. Asaw a small leak in one hos#ionalizations that make
young policeman pked hisHe rasswd the woman thathem moe comfotable with
patrol car and appachedthe her car was fine. éH calledbegging. &r example, Charles
break aga whex | was sittingBulldog wer to help push theays, At least w ae not steal
with four panhandlers.v&yone car out of the aad and ontang money We would rather
but me quickly stood up and dithe curb Within minutes aaccept what people gius than
played his ID cat. When thepolice car and a @rtruck were steal it.” Another rationaliza
cop asked to see my pernat, the scene. Charles tobén is suppaded by the permit
Charles said,This guy is someharge. ¢ explained the eithat they wear They say “If
kind of social wieer Hes okay cumstance to the palmanthere was something g
The friendly cop accepted thed told him, “Eerything iswith panhandling why would
harmless but unie explanatiomnder contol.” The police andhe city sell us a permit to do
and left. fire depament quickly mweed it?” One of their friends said,

| think the police actuallgn to other matterahen the“l am not poud of standing
like the panhandlers at the Msemans husband arred, out hee with a sign but | am
501 ramp and | canunderstandCharles continued to manageud of being able to Bvon

the situation in a way that mimy own in the woods.”

imized the wung womals After two ears at the same
embarrassment forverreact Interstate ramp Charles and
ing. Later Charles told me thBtlldog hae established some
he and Blldog often manage
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very stong elationships beynd that comes with beingefe spiy ramps. Mwybe the common
the community of fell pan its who ae able to make #read is our inability to take
handlersThe stongest of theskome in the woods.nl someour owvn \ersion of risk that
relationships is with aagurp of ways they hav moe than athreatens what littleavhae.

Divinity School studentsdim houseThey hae ceated a gen  Sparky, another member of

Duke Uhiversity This handfuluine community the 15-501 panhandling cem
of students has aated thel5- | do think that they a munity, told me he has been

501 Ministry that exists tostranded and need helgtanding on 1-40 with a sign
sere the handful of panharCharles exgssed it best whesince 1991. | asked, & long
dlers near the 15-50e said, il somebody ane by are you going to do this?” ¢
intersection. tery Sundayin a car and gavne a thousansaid, “Only three moe jears.
afternoon the students set upl@lars it wouldih make anyThen Im going to etire.” He
small tent at the end of asedifference. | could get an apasounded just like countless
ice mwad and conduct ment and pay the deposits amither people who ¢éad water
Christian chueh sevice for thetwo months rent. After that Iwhile waiting for etirement.
panhandlers. The studentsvould be right back out hrerMaybe w awid ey contact
return eery Monday afternoorbut | would hae lost this rampvith the panhandlers because
and seve a fee mealThe sty and lost my campsite.” | thinke do not want to face whaéew
dents ha® a ‘ery stionghe is stranded on thatérstatehawe in common.
friendship with Charles am&mp because he cannot take
Bulldog that appears to ltke risk to leas and let go of
based on mutual ust andwhat little he akady has.
respect. @e of the students is Their situation seems stmi
helping Charles get his d¥rg lar to many of us who dewy
license back. on their ramp We own cars

Charles and Bldog do notand live in houses, but many
hawe a house, but | do nats ae still stranded in one siti
think they ae homelesslhey ation or anotherSme of us
hawe a comfalable campsitare stranded in painfulela
and people who @v themtionships. 8me of us &
enough money and suppliesstoanded in dead end jobs or
eat easonably @ll. They een mindless gutines. 8me of us
hawe a sense of independemaoe stranded on nkerstate
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A H ou se for P eople

by

K elly S kinner

The woman with the floral print
dress talks softly

And too quickly

She flutters and gets caught in our
eyelashes.

| would swat her| swear | would,
if she ween't...

So pegnant.

She's a souther belle/man

Hands on her hips; muscles ar
prominent

\eins are blue and thick

Like she got a gaten hose

Stuck

after all that yad work.

That's what she does

Works a man's job

Wears overalls

rips paint and weeds.

Then ovecompensates.

By visiting the salon

Thursdays.

This woman is talking
"This woman is talking"
"This woman is talking"
She isn't saying anything
| can't hear her anyway

| hear the house

| am hee for the house.

Our house.

a brief description:

When cockoaches scratch
Their cooked antennae

broken legs over piles of papers
We no longer flinch

It's like hearing the dishwasher
Or the toilet flush.

We let them die

Then we leave them

Thee.

The floral print woman
Is selling this house

To me

To us

If our cedit goes though.
| want it so bad

Not for me though

For mom

And her husband

Steve
It's all that they want.

My step dad

is so excited.

He is a manly man

But thee are little girls
With brand new Barbies
less excited

Than he looks

Right now

His eyes ae blue

With years shedding

Rapidly

Layers and layers

Piling on the floor

Blue paint piles

Flaking

away

Gone.

Revealing the man

My mother maried twelve years
ago

When thee was hope
And no gambling.
Befoe they wanted
Befoe they spent
Befoe brothers in jail
Befoe the fie

Befoe innocence lost.

They had a home once

But that was then

This is now

It's just a house

Say our friends

Just a house

Says eveyone

"Don't wory about it, you've got a
rental."

But then again

They just don't know

The floral print d¥ss

Nearly stufs my nostril

She's bending ovemointing to
outlets

"That one is sideways, over by the
window"

The house is small

But God my hedr

Thee are wood floors

| think of horses

girls wearing white desses

men killing the meat

porches with swings

lemonade in this house

And dogs and cigars.

Thee will be shutters, guitars and
stories.

Steve will sing

Mom will paint

we won't need

ATV at all.

this house
is a house
for people.

Grandma used to play
with ciystals

"look how

they make a rainbow"
she'd say

All this house does

| stand in the center
is make rainbows

I'm falling

Displacing my hope
Thee are colors
Inside

And blood

in me

Rushing.

I'll kill if I have to

I'll cut out her tonsils

I'd do anything

Just for these two.

All they want is this house

| wait and we leave

She stands thes.

Barefoot.

| threaten her in my head

She will sell it;

she has to.

My step dad and |

We smile and nod

eating hotdogs

Losing mustad out tuck windows.

We know that we've won....

At least a little.

We haven't talked to each other
this much in a while.
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When | W aited T abl es
by J . Marvi n B rown

| sewved a couple.

like any

didnt pay them much attention.
was polite

spoke first to the lady

who smiled.

they paid.

left.

the credit cad slip read:
"FLIRING WITH ANOTHER
MANS WIFE GETS YOU
NO TIP EVERIME"

when | need extra money

| think of waiting tables again.
| think of that joke,

the one about the bitch

with two black eyes.

Johnny Rence(“Least of M Brethrer?) is editor ofThe Botter
magazine. 4 head is full of ghosts and he has be@lydming
but not Montana. K5 a natig Virginian and feels out of place in
Athens, GA.

Michael B. Oven (“Homeless,tfanded, Med HIg) lives in
Chapel Hll and is a member of theeltal Health Association of
Orange CountyHe beliegs in fostering mental health as a way of
combating mental illness.

Alison Owerton (art, pp. 8-9) is a Raleigh-basetistrand a
DJ onWXDU, Duke Lhiversity radio

Kelly Kinner says, “I was born inefsacola, Iérida and
learned to swim when | waset@r | enjg shells, watepeople,
coffee, bike rides, musiayjn8ay afternoons, and things that
make me constipated with thought or diethcrwith jg.”

Marvin Brown is a luscious fag living inyEd[Idaho]. thats
not true. thee is this necklace tho
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Free Show. Thursda%/ém

Blayloc Cafe, Downtown Du
Sales of French Broad Beer will benefit The Blotter
Thunderbatd8:00, Movie at 9RafflevVD




