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“Don'tt ake thattonewithm e...”

Welcome to thelBtter Magazine Elpdesk.Your call is @y impor
tant to us, and will be arsmd in the aifer in which it wasceied.
Comments may becoded for quality purposes...

| thoughtqur last e#er wasety coldul.
It is one of the gifts of the job of editor that | sometiamesix or
seen issues in aw that | think ae the best issuegrev®mething

about them makes them jump out at me, a pi¢chat makes mE
us;

laugh is so fine, a stptine that | like so much it makes me jeal
an image in a poem | feel blessed to be bringiegders. Ot try-

ing to be maudlin or mawkish éeAnd ishit strange that those tw

words — maudlin and mawkish -e @ynonyms? @ sounds like
flub you make while ying to say the othatoeshit? | wonderwas
one aeal wod and the other adinken mistake that made aaan

Thank yu for saying that.

0]
=l

in “Punch and stuck with our slanguage because of that? eAnd a

Kanye or Kim about to coin a vebwhile cooing to their daughter

that a hunded years om nov will be parof the mainsgam wcab
ulay? s&rit that scar?

What in the wtit ae pu talking about®rry, just that our aists ag

talented and gerars. Qur writers and poetseabrilliant and look

good in hats.
shav you.
great pain and effoto do a wahy months wok.

| am having &ajrdeal of fun looking for things

Are thez any changes for us to lae&dao in the fute? Oh, yes.

Something is ovig with qur website/e-mailitter accouné€eboo
presence/bloges, tis true, tis true. Theyre a mess, of thaevnae
no doubt. And why is that?sI2014.Youd think wed hae a han

dle on making things bettéasterstionger But alas this is not thie

caseTechnologically challenge@\e/been waing on our ne& and
improved vebsite for nearly tweaars, and none of us has the

gramming chops so it goes on like the pisbr ionk illuminating

a manuscript\pbtallov-lamp The fellev who does our month
updates has about ten minutese# frme for us andele lucky to
hawe him, but can ask no neathan & do The e-mail pyblems &
my fault — | ha® ten Mb of space in my inband is always full

Facebook notifications or e-bombsir Bacebook thing is up-to-d

but it keeps leaking the e-mail kand doi even get me stizd
with Twitter (no, eally dorit get me stéed withTwitter. | hae no
idea what good it would do udeyydl we hae a grat new sipcom
ing in our next morghssueyre gonnave it | swar happface ho
many chacters is that®n the thid hand we’re still wrapping ou

—

o

Like | shouldnbe, maybe, or else it ought to causg¢ me
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heads aund hav a blog might be diffemt flom the magazine itsq
and will pobably figue this out just in time for blogs to be passeé.
then thee is the writer who asked mesaflvae a nessletter Hmm...

I've noticed thaby been taking a maooticeably political viewpoir]
things. drt that risky?ves, but w\e decided that'stsafe enough
stand united against theotse Committee on rJAmericar
Activities, as long a®wll agre under desss that ethought it wa
based on &V shav doctor

Do wu find self-effacing humoectawhy yes, v do BEverything
else; cynicism, sasm, puns, doctor/rabbi jokesppinumoy all palg
in comparison.

When | go to my nual place to get aycoff he Botter sometimes
not thee. Thats a petty common mistake.t'sl possible thabowy
should has turned left ondtdham Bouleard when pu came to th
intersection with the wonky traffic lightou knav, the one with thg
Saples on one corner and tredlrestate office | ¢ta@member th
name of on the other

No, | meaThe Botter ishthee, pu idiot Now thees no need to take

that tone with me. M doing the best | can.ml’so sow for your
trouble, and hh as unhappy about this aa ge. Fyou give me gur
shail-mail adéss, I send gu two copies of last moistissue.

Why would | want two copifsgood questionTo take to the coffg
shop and sharTo gi\e as giftsTo read steoscopicallylo safely ling
the cage ofoyr budgerigar Because meris always better

Doesaur supersor kn@ youre behaving like thi®h, he does o

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com
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And

We often use Bobco fonts, copy
rightedshaeware from the
on Church of the 8bgenius.
n Prabob We also use dy Jne
Antique and other émvare fonts
from Apostophic Labs and othe
fonts fom other sowes.

g

in the Geat $ate of Gorgial

ad

The Botter Magazinenic. (again, a
L 501(c)3 non-pmfit) is an education
concern. Qr primay inteest is the
furthering of ceatie writing and
fine ats, with the magazine being
means to that endVe publish in
the first half of each month and
b enjoy a fee ciculation thoughout
the Sutheast and some other plac
too. Submissions aralways &k
come, as arad inquiries.
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Qubscriptions aroffeed as a pmk
um for a donation of $25 or neor
Send check or moneydaer name

and addess tdhe Botter
Qubscriptions, 1010 &le &eet,

Durham, NC 27705. &k issueser

also aailable, 5 for $5npuire .
same Y e-mail:
chief@blotterrag.com
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CAUTION

A secretary is not a toy,
no my boy, not
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I'll rent a good one and whip up a

“Capta INi s for N achos” great snack.”
My radar sept ound and
by K atrin a J ohn ston round. | shuffled my feet back and

forth. He seemed genuinely serious;
sincee. ReRminded me of of myridle
John who is a warm and huroos
man - bit of a nut, but a nice nut.
Howe\er, thee is always another nag
ging question, the one lwgygle with,

as all women must. Could this guy
that Ive just soecently met be after
sex and nothing me? H must hay
been a bit old-school too because he
was still enting meies rather than

My neighbouyr Dawe, lives quite charming without beinyesly
down the hall. Ve checked him out sweet. And, He tall and attracty
becausenii caeful when it comes towith thick sandy hair and lehzyes.
guys. | doh think heés a homicidal On the occasions that | leaun into
maniac, and fe pobably not a him, I've always been super awair
deranged idiot. &l doeshappear to precisely wher he is, wher he is
be untustwothy or abusw. | guess looking or hav he mees about or
heés okay; an honest glie is about stands. l85 inteested in me.vé got
my age, perhaps in his laternties. his attention. And, feeinteesting to
But sill, | wonder? ek always grin me. Bit,| dorit like this feeling. | loading fom the |
ning like a crazy goofball and askingean, that i so hyper awaof him uploading iom the internet.
me out. | suppose 'Be fine gung or experiencing any attraction, Dawe was waiting for me to
man and exactly the kind of guy miesides, if | didagee to go out with feply He was standing close beside
mother would appre. Hes clean- him - it would be only a social thing.me' may!oe Eﬁ? cLosile@ Bhp_eﬁed of
shaen, vears neat clothes and ¢éheRight, 10 make sur of that. Egpﬁermlc?ts. 'eh a Wa?é“'? lt(s ?r
are no visible tattoos or pmigngs. | Couple of weks ago, when night and garish. 1 couldthink o
wonder if hs safe? we ran into each other aec®nd apollte“wa_ly tc: decllne.. e

My hesitation comesofn Cup, he invited me to ubreys for Wine. .hi,,sa'd' you
my failed histgr with relationships. lunch. Bzcause it was a public place!of(':‘fer ed or white* ;

I've picked out some bonafide losersgeed. | suppose that was one official | took a moment. “thmm,
non-suppdive types: stng, silent, first dateWe had a fe laughs. t#l, red, ﬁadhﬁ: ed 'kl.Otj ofed. | mean -
predictable - guys who spend ther woman cénbe too caful. And, | igera ffeent kinds... ! mean, one
weekends puttering camd garages cart help but wonder slhe safe? md_at a time, I”mean, | thinkl1zip
and drinking, only to scoff do din On Fiday afternoon, | my lip r\;%/htlnwv.h d ined th
ner andl'V spots folloved ly snacks encountexd Dave beside the mail floral t? augf E‘Eh. Ihe>|<|am|ne the
and moe TV spots. Kind of a b@ boxes in the hallway oral pattern of the hallway carpet
really “Karen!Why dort you come near mXI feet. . iah

S, I'm single and happy atover tonight,” he said. iBl egs glit Id b sulppﬁf? Ia n;oe ré'g t
27. Right na, I'm dancing in seli tered. “I mean, @il catch a mae. wou € angnt.” 1 said and won
tude and not considering another deed why B caed. ke looked so
guy? ‘Least thatwhat | tell myself -
not een if hés a friendly harmless o
a guy who becomes my platon
friend. No one need apply! | anedt

Daw; havewer, is actually

www .blotterrag .com
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boyishly appealing.eBides, | ratien nected,” e went on smiling, “but, It's always wked beface.”

alizd to myselfl should pobably I've impovised this aerial thing.”eH “Let me ty.” | picked up the
give this whole idea of openness amndfurled a long white cable with anetal od and cradled it on my
trust a little maz lattitude. “I get to stick at one end and he pulled it alorftands. | managed to clear the static.
choose the siwj | told him. the floor tevads the sofa wreet sat. Then the pictue held steady gin-

“Of course. rl fact, at this “The metal od is fom my gerly positioned the wand on my
verty moment, th off to theVideo venetian blinds.” Brve pointed. ‘f's  knees.The electsmagnetic energy
Inn. What would wu like to see?” the pole fom the side - the winderfunnelled though me. | wonded

“Let me think. A she thats pole.” why my physical body seemed to be
not overtly a chick flick or a guy flick Daw had attached thethe best conductoWould the TV
either No carsmashups or tearljer three-foot length of metadd to the wawes be detrimental to my health
ers. 8mething funnyHow about a inner exposed wirthat potrudes and vell-being? “ldy I'm the aerial,”
Will Fereell or aTina Fey or another from the coaxial cable dpbinding | said, tying to dispel these little
comedyMaybe ean Mke Myers?” metal against metal with a wad afnfounded worries.

He saluted me then, a strang#uct tape that made an awkivaut “Youre pefect. Kaen. Now,
theatrical gester ‘Aye ag my cap flexible elbw joint. Dawe could point hold still, dofti move.” Daw said.
tain. Well laugh right out loud.” @ the od in any diection; the long “The shav is staing.”
coughed. “Hrr de Harr“ It was his comd, still connected at the other end
turn to shuffle his feet and stdovn  to the back of thEV, could be stmg
at the hallway carpet. 6Git Kaen. out wheewer he wanted.

Nothing crappy oreally sappyVhy Dawe turned on th@V and
dorit you plan on comingver at wielded his magic wand likeari
6:30?” Vader swings a light sabfhe pic

When | arried, Dawe con ture and soundeception fluctuated.
fessed. ‘le been a miserable falurThe focus wouldnsettle We staed
at the video ster Dismal.The come into static and smo Daw diected
dy section was kinda wiped cleahis metal@d this way and that way
Theyre clearing out their classitie walked in a pattern as if h
stock. Mthing else seemeedason dowsed for water

able. Capital N for dthing. But, “It usually wdks after a bit of
guess whatPhe DevilWears Rdais fiddling,” he explained. “I just neec
on TV tonight.” to find the comct angle.We staed

“I've aleady seen that one.” some ma. Dawe pointed the wand
Daws smile extinguishedleft, right, at the windg then away
like someone spun a dimmer switchthen back at theé'V. Fnally he

“l dont mind watching it dropped the stick beside me _ FromPencilPoint Mount  ain Books

n « » h TV . f| k@'d (an imprint of The Blotter Magazin e, Inc. )
again. . . . _Damn- The Image IC “River: a Community of Artist s
He grinned then, his biginsolently threatened to cleabut Explores the Meaning of Nature.”
: : : H “ : ” : We’d love for you to go on over to

toothy smile, like anvergown kid. only briefly “Damn thing.” he said | i chiorestcom and pick up a copy or

“Trouble is my caldebeen discen again: “Ibuble damnTriple damn. two. We're pretty sure you'll love it, too.
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“Good thing | doit hawe to lurched. H fell. The nachos, the plat pulled himself upHe stood ther

visit the lod ter, the glasses oédr wine ared frozn. “Oyy....”

“Sit tight,” Daw said. “fe through open airlike meteors and The TV sceen ewetted to
still got my surprise.” galaxies expanding. crappy

| head him in the kitchen, It was nastyWine ejected In the kitchen, | ran warm

opening cupbods, the fridge, mix ewrywhee - on the winde frame, water onto dish rags. | sbd a cloth
ing and pouring.The micowawe puddles on some books on the floanto Daws hands.The books first,”
whirred. Dave came back cgimg a The capital N Mchos splashed td said, “Rfoe it soaks into the
sewing tray laden with a platter thateath, upside den of course, with a pages.”
was heaped with nachos, a tub of scworrible squelch as they landed in the We began the mop uip was
cream and two gigantic glassesaf middle of Cawes carpetThe tub of difficult to decide exactly what to
wine.The nachos &e magnificent; a sour ceam was an ugly spill - fannethckle with so much mess. | wiped the
high mountainesplendent with salsaout like an instant glacisplagd on walls and e-rinsed dish ragstofn
and geen peppers, onions, bacoa backgiund of gey wool carpet. the kitchen, Rwe bought back a
bits, spices and tons of cheesea- |&rangelythe glasswabounced and spoon and a fkrand the garbage tin.
flows of melted cheese atthos with rolled without beakage. He scraped soueam and raked the
a capital N,” he said. Andak2 | could seeeddish-purplish nachos tim the carpeffogetherwe
looked like he bust wide open with speckles of wine dribbling on the&oiked and wiped and rinsed and ran
pride. A that moment, | wsted - walls. awes floor lamp was hit, theback and fdh to the kitchen sink. |
ewen theTV. shade stained crimsdmails of wine looked dwn at the burgundy wine
Then, Dawe stumbled v@r seeped into evices at the baseldbarstains on my right pant leg.
the cableThe tray shot ém his heat egistersizzled and left tracers of “Oh, Kaen,” Daw said,
hands like it was launched for twwispy smoke. “Your jeans too!nt so soy.” He was
points fom the foul line. Bwes body “Oh.... Sheeee....” Bw sprawled on the flgoprying bits of
cheese out of carpet @brwith the
tines of the fde “This isrt how |
planned it - not at all.”

“I know Dawe,” | told him. “|
think I'd better head back to my
apatment to deal with this stain
befoe it setsThese a my fagurite
jeans.”

“But the mwie?”

| laughed. “Hilf over”

Coming soon from
Light finger Books
an imprint of

The Blotter Magazine, Inc.

www .blotterrag .com
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“Yeah | guess.d8ut, ae you ] ] ]

really goihhome right na/?” Fiv e Minut es With: Steve Alten
| considezd the situation.

Hapless Bne - but he seemed st

without guile, someone | might dar

to trust. And, optimism sfaced. | : _
didrit know exactly why or o | hawe a dent in my head.trauma or damage to the brain to

“Yep” | said.“ Im hungy Nota paticularly big dent and no, it cause behavjoand based on wiker
too,” | spoke honestly was fam doesit hurt. And | rally cah my indentation is, what kind of
ished.Then | looked at Bve, boldly explain it — appantly Ive had it for behavior modification | might be
this time, right into his figreyes, and while because | domemember experiencingThat might be intexst
| said: “Ie got some leftver sane bumping my head. Although it ising. O course, she could lie to me,
wiches. | could bring them backenerduite possible it is just the way thell me anything she wanted to, and
Give me about 15 minutes.” pieces of my skull came together duid beliee it.

“Capital P Ran,” Dawe said. ing their formatig years. @ the Which brings me via the
“Thats geat. Im so so soyrabout all other hand, it is also quite plausiblgreat-cicle oute to a book lead
this. Well try a mie night again that | took a stick to the bean as @centlyThe Onega i®jectby Sewe
sometime. Wt exactly like this one.child. Well, if this is the case, | bavAlten. | follaved the ule — the one
Okay?” k¢ sighed happil§l mean,” a fav culprits who @&on the listWe [I've had for manyegars — thatou
he said. “tl like to ty - again.” grew up in pe-tweet times and any give eery book placed befnou a

“Donit get up’ | told him. thing went back then. You could fair shake.Thats thity —five pages.
“You need to keep vking on that sock someone or tell them theyew It's easonable to expect an author to
cheese befit petrifies.” an asshole and all they could do wgst enough in &nt of you in that

“But, I'm over the moon that SOCk pu back or tell onoy. Kids span to graboy. ® | openedrhe
youre actually going to come backere tough. By deal, right? Omega ®ject Began toead. And
hee,” he said.You seem so under It could be aecent bumpof now | cart tell you anything at all
standing. | could? | mearewould course. Mybe it knocked the mem about it. | mean, lead the book —
still laugh right out loud.” ory out of me. Mybe h someone buried myself in it — and | catell

No matter which way thingscompletely diffent than the person | you anything else because |'tdon
went, | knev that 1tl at least acqeid &M NOV. Maybe my wife and the girlsvant to spoil forgu what | got to
a friend, somemo | judged him this like me better this wayMaybe they experience.
way - a good friend and an hone&fert my wife and daughters, but Thats eally unsatisfactor
one. “® Daw, | said “Nxt time, if found me by the side of @ad. fyou isrit it? Well | hate spoilers. Whis
there is a next time,” | hesitated. “know the tuth, dort tell me. | dolh ter calls me sometimes and informs

rent or devnload the mde. Ckay?” Want to knav. me | desperately need to go see a
“Okay” S this dent is parof me. movie and | tell her immediately to
| closed the door quietly ~ How much a pawofwho I am, I can not say anything about it. obhing!
Safe? | felt safe. say Maybe it causes my lack of praénd she says OK, but | just éde

But Dawe was definitely not fical math skills, or prents me fm  see he Angelina alie looks as an
cream, wine and aweother things O maybe it mvides me the occa the music at the end wherewn

like impovisedTV aerials. sional wll-crafted poem. iperhaps Costner leas the svay \alley will
nothing at all is causal to this craniahake me eep And | do | weep
t fault. Like is nobody fault! 1 doh and gnash my teeth inuétration,

know. because\elythingis a spoiler to me.

Smater people than | do, So what can | say abolihe Onega
though. | hag a good friend that hasProjec? t's in the futue, and that
a D in...oh, hell, I doh ewn future is coming right at us at full
know and eegn if | did knev it speed. tlis the best of times and the
wouldrt make sense to m&o quote worst of times, &m a cedrin point of
Good Will Hunting, ‘my friends vien. Thers a guy nicknamedé.
wicked smar | could ask hersee He’s...no, | cahtell you that. Dbes
what she thinks about the ability ot suffice to say that MAlten is due
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for an episode of “ScencitiBn access megnohip planted in chédr cle has led me to wonder if it matters
Profits on The Hstoy Channednd when they @rbon so that pants can whether or not | ®ar my seatbelt.
that the stor is kind of William retun them for cogemery, minus any Or go to chuch. O return that
Gibson meet®illiam S. Birroughs, usage based on post-reded ¥xtant phone call | igned a moment ago
with a dash ofagdques Cousteau withShe goans satisfyingly and | go badK it’s all a simulation, aTae Matrix,
nitrous «ide in his scuba tanks?o my wok. It's what w do shouldrt | be spending my time less
God, just ead the thing.t's a kick in In the sameein (same in the productively? Bhaving like the &h
the head! And ifop cait trust me, crazy non-linear thoughtgmesses | of La Mancha or sticking it tdhe
who can gu trust? often hae) | read that physicistsear Man (or whatesr is in charge of this

Why am | taking this tone?pefforming an experiment to gue electonic shenanigan). Aheality
Because these @ough times for pos that existence is not a computer sime hadly knev ye.

itive book evievs. Nobody tusts ulation. O that it is. | guess it Which brings me back to Mr
them anyma, because tleeis an depends on the physicist. Alteris navel. | liked it so much that
industy of such things out theer And if thats not enough for | intervieved the author | think he

Whats an author to doThey ae you, other physicists (I think theyfeels | was being flippant in my ques
responsible for getting theivromar  face-time each other at tges) ae tions. Maybe, inadutently | was. |
keting done.To get grassots sup performing experiments to see if thevish thee was something | could say
port, they hag to bring social mediagalaxy is a hologranihis smacks of about it that was neither superkativ
tools to bear Early and often, theyderiative wok, if you ask me. nor spoilerewelatoy. | cart. It's
hawe to ask fars. A posite eviev Someone eally smarneeds to be vely good and | feel liked said too
can be a sticky wicket.ed® or not, making swe that all this is on the upmuch aleady...

we assume the latter and up My wicked-smarfriend _

Arthur C. Clake said Any smiles at this kind of commentEditor:  many marelous quotes at
sufficiently adanced technology iswWho, she asks, is stanough to chapter-st&. | know its a minor
indistinguishable dm magic.” N make si that all this is on the upthing, compaed to plot and character
fourteen yar old is takingdshman and up?The \ely people péorming de\elopment, but they damly ce-
honors biology and she idiflig with  the experiment. t inakes me think @té mood. Do you collect pithy say
the hinterlands of magic, as farms Iback to when | ced about SPs and INgs, and saihem to inseat appo-
concerned. H® has also diseeed a such. A long time ag@syWho was Priate times?
cetain teenaged-what-passes-for-jensuring that theridceton folks ere _
asking me questions shevkeiddort corect? | was d¢am that some of Jewe Altﬁn' Eachh book (Imlz);o_k for
knon. Hey Dad?What is a ribosomefhy answrs vere both coect and ggotes.tmatds[e)t the gloo ”mt
| hawe just as much fun letting heclewer, and woth double-points, like be-algligse(ﬂqaﬂ(?nysag?mmy258102)_ ?_
know that | am wll awae of what at the gocey stoe. The ones that use a lot of Pors | ricg. “Meok
she is attempting to do and amswwer cleer, but wiong, maybe tlee- I d twvad spirit >|' .t 9
the questions with utter nonsenséourths cedit. A least lé$ negotiate. eane ad spiritual quotes.
What? @. A ribosome isandom Anyhaw, this paticular ati-  £4- 1t took me far fser than the

www .blotterrag .com
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mandatoy 35 pages to be totallywhen the steradeitises the appear ning naw; Vostok

engossed ingur narratie — to me ance, othevise it can be degssing. | _ _

the entie stoy is one of modern mis prefer to speak at high schoofsd:Tell us about the science — it often
direction and what happens whethrough my Alopt-An-Aithor read Sent me scuiing toWikipedia. Did
you stop beingesponsible foroyr  ing pogram. t's a diffeent dynamic You talk to SMEs about lunar gravity
self (and others)But thele vere also addessing 700 teens wread pur and plate tectonics and biomes and
incisite ‘moments of author insight,”book and haquestions. DNA and obotics and Eastern phi

such as the hologram cersation losophy and cloning and heuristic
with the Ann-Coulterish yahoo, whd=d: Is ke some ption of futue you, learning and gup dynamics and

alteed her aatar to be a busty bim Of €en a pasteu? What popor  cryogenics and plastics and doomsday
bette, andke seeing tbugh the dis tion of ke is yu and what @por  suwival, or ae you just one of those
guise. How do yu respond to the tion, sayider-man? really annging people who kms a

accusation thaby seem to put a fair . , . . lot about esrything? (sorw, did that
amount of pur avn perspecte SA: Ha. Runny thing — ke is based guestion come out unfair and unbal
n my fawerite pofessor at din anced?)

about politics, social accountabilit . :
relationships,etigion, into the book %ate.When ! em_a|led him out of the )
makes it a funead. a better docu blue an_d told him | h_ad made himSA: | knev enough to spend_hun
ment, deeper (sométhing like that)’?the. main character ifthe Onega dreds of hours eachwebresearhing
' "Projecthe was blen awaylLast time the details, then writing them in
SA: | callem as | seasn. And | call | saw ke was in 198Theres always digestible passages.
people out when they choose td little of me in the charactesually _
wreak hawc in our world. BadThe the scad pat. | put my characters Ed: I'loved the idea about solar loco

Shell Gime | receied serious emailthrough hell. motives. Jeff “kunk’ Baxtey former
threats fom that one. guitarist for the Dobie Bothers

Ed: | must tell gu that | had a mutu decided to learn m®rabout sound
Ed: Did you find the pevious ques ally ageed to plan for wheryur and ecoding and ended up becom

tion long and confusing®o did ve. Stoly was taking place ew ceated
Do you like attending book-signingstn apocalyptic GDO planet full — o1
and eadings anadng and try|ng to rather.less-fU” - obmbie/Mad NB:X
deal with such fan-tasnOr do you folks just looking forke to join
prefer the hunkering dm in your and/or eatand I dolingly agzed to
writing world, caring ough stone read about it. Did you do this with
into the next gem?\re you a home- any intention of coming back to the
office kind of writeror a coffee- GDO in another neel?

s
shop/laptop guy~ SA:The theme is psent in seval

SA: | live on my o/n island in my nO\/els, inClUdingThe ﬁe” @.me,
home office. Book signinge dne Shakman and the neel | am pen
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ing engossed in theetical missile
defense.Are you on the civilian sub
committee for practical alternativ

energy transp@tion? When do The Dream Journal

you plan to depipthese?

real dreams, real weird
SA: e neer been invited, butve

created devices in pastvele that
need to be funded.

Please sed excerpts from your own dr eam journals. If
nothing else, wd’love to read them. We wont publish
your wh ole name.

Ed: Who ae yur muses — who mermaid@blotterrag.com
inspies pur ‘spec-fit (that sounds
so lame comped to Sci-f} juices?

Any old heves? This was a two-par (although umlated, they seemed to e

reflectie of one another).irgt | was raising pigeons in my bgdse

SA: My father was my fernot sue ment, which was an unbedéibly rambling affair with lots oHiII
about the musesuBthele ae people tle moms and windes and subterranean pools e$trwate
doing inspiring things out theethat crossed yowalkways made of twg-tours hammed together in
inspie me. that way that little s do, with lots of miséis hanging out ajl
bent and usty Upstairs ther was an exit to a local auto degler
Ed: Who ae you reading?Whats on ship with eal jeks for salesmen. Ent upstairs with a dken
your bedside table? piece of twoypfour and thew it through one of the big plaje

glass windes of the car dealership hae no idea why Out
SA: | raely ead nwels these days | came the boss-salesmaryiceria long twoysfour of his wn, all

becausenti always writing. | dead the better to beat me with.ehivas blonde with a 19¥8heese}

the nevspaper ew day TIME, mustache and had a southern accent. | fended him off ith a
Sots llustated and the Rilly piece of oneybwhich | parried and thsted. (Could this bg
Sports pages (go EagleBhers a interpreted as penis-envyddG hope not.) iRally | tossed th¢
bottled water on my bedside table... piece of lumber at him and took off

and a pen and legal pad for those ran

dom thoughts and eams. Secondly | was at a meeting/after wayet together in a locl

watering hole in a hotel.iff2rent place, diffent job There was
a spead of cookies and crackers and cheese amek \gitting
and eating and talking about one guy in our office whq had
“scewed the poochby going off on a bunch of enysdes — hq

had an unusually bad da9ne guy came into theam and told

us that he was in a dif#fat oom in the hotel wherthee were

strippers. ld advised us that their meeting was going bettef than
ours. When the guy who had a bad day found out tleatome
was talking about him, he was goingsan, or at least go honje.
He had hair likeohnTrawlta in “Sturday Nght Fever” When
he went out to get in his ¢arfollowed him and told him that thip
was just a bad ddkiee would always be bad days, but he Was a
good emplgee, and shoultinake this to hear He nodded, bult
othewise ignard me.

Ed: Timés up Thanks!

C. B. S. - cyberspace
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“Bayar d R usti n”
by Da niell e Cortez

| am a totured genius

| changed lies ly doing wdks that vere uniquely brilliant and completely misunderstood,
all the while | was going tlugh emotional teure

| am Bayad Rustin

My name has always in the bamkgd, in the atmospreer

| was the dist, the sculptothe Leonalo daVinci

of the 1963 Mrch onWashington

A black gay activist that challenged homophobia and racisghtiut my life
| made inaluable contributions to the rights

Why was | denied my place @éagnition in the public?

“When an individual is ptesting sociésyefusal to ackmdedge his dignity as a human being,
his \ery act of potest confers dignity on him.”

| was born inWest ChesterelAnsylania

| aint knov my paw

| found out my 16 @ar old sisteléfence wasally my maw

| was raisedytmy Quaker grandpants

they painted my foundation lik&/an Gogh,

with ideas of social justice, humility

and a commitment to non-violencethifulness, and tranquility

Age 15,

| played a little football

wrote poems in the music hall,

but | always @fered the company obyng men and not etty girls all in all
A fact of my #akish genius nagur

“I think the gay community has a moral obligation.... to do vehasepossible to encourage
more and mag gays to come out of the closet.”

| relocated to Hrlem

Earned a living as a nightclub singer

Thats when | decided to study

| was an accomplished tenocalist.

Hell, they gavme scholarships to sang.

I loved to sang

like Vivaldi and Mvzat loved to compose

My first masterpiece was when

| sang out loud for theoyng communist league.
I quit

once | was deed to not potest racial seggation.
| was akady one of the FBImost major éistrations.

“I am not eady to die, | want nogdo to die, | want no human being to die or to leatired
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because | thoughly belies that this strggle can be won withouukalization.”

| am a totured genius

| changed lies ly doing woks that vere uniquely brilliant and completely misunderstood,
all the while | was going tlugh emotional tture

| am Bayad Rustin

My name has always in the bamkgu, in the atmospher

Age 30,

| began to make some mistakes

Began to hassome bad &aks

As a tatured genius the madness toad o
Traweling the counyrto speak out about the cargy of racial equality
| boaded a bus in Louisville going tadWville
| sat in the secondw.

The driver asked me to w®to the back

| refused and would not go

13 miles beferNashville

| was beaten

and arested

Age 32,

| was amsted for failing to appear beftire draft bodr

Sentenced to 3ears

| only seved 26 months

I made them mad with gests and my open homosexuality in the war
They transfeed me to a higher security prison.

“The Roof that one uly beliees.... is in action.”

Age 41,

| was aested for led conduct,

Allegedly for a sexual actirming

two white men in the back of an automobile

| was attackedylsociety as an immoral influence
| pleaded guilty to a lesser chargsexiual psersiofi
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There goes the emotionalttoe like a noose worroand my neck

| just wanted to bede.

| stayd out of the spotlight.

| became a menta consultant, an advisor

| lent suppdarto Dr King.

His vievs of non-violent tactics was nonexistence.

I convinced him to abandon his armeatqution

Including his wn personal handgun.

Then he asked me to help orga®thern Christian Leadership Coaefere

“We need in @y community a gup of angelic ?tublemakers.”

Dr King was warned

If I did not step dan

The world would hear a hum

Of false allegations that were gay Ieers
instead of the taured geniusesewhad become.
King cancelled the ncér.

He distanced himselbfn me.

| resigned

SQuddenlythee was a brighter dag national mobilization.

My friends spoke with anticipation.

My anxiety continuously hit my stomach and my mental with panic punches.
| had so many challenges

From toilets, to first aide,

to buttons, to buses and lunches

But then

Marian and Mhalia sang like it was the coming ofdae df Ac

| cut off my evn ear as lkead the demands of the amar

Only 4 arests that day

All of them white people

Dr King receied the Mbel Race Rze

| ended up on the weer of life magazine
| stayd out of sight as | was advised

“We ae all one... and ifevdort know it, we will learn it the hdrway

| am a totured genius

| changed les ly doing waks that vere uniquely brilliant and completely misunderstood,
all the while | was going tlugh emotional tture.

| am Bayad Rustin

My name has always been in the bawkdy in the atmospleer

page 13



The Blotter

“My A unt Deni se”
by Da niell e Cortez

It newr fails to amuse mevhany aunt 2nise has always been able to
curse me out andv®me all in the same sentence

“Son of a bitch, gu made it huh?”

Shés lived in the same corner home

in the 7th wadt of New Orleans

since she was a chosen teenage bride

and because of this,

shés a boiling eer pot of esentment and bitterness
with a side of yall can kiss my grits

Her flont pocch has always been the meeting place for family affairs.
A slab of conete with solid stone steps.

A gaden bench and two stone potted plants and

I've always \ed watching her long dusty gray hair like a used mop
Her blue egs smokedver in cataracts

While she chain smokégginia ims and drinks her coffeerfr a plastic cup
The Mello dy

see thé&t the original Cajun coffee

She has nev caed for appearances

Her age tells me her facade was nesant to be imessionable

but bold as Ceatyhex to mister in the color purple

Over the pars leturn to sit and coevsate

| would listen to herersion of the stories

Her tuths a thousand timegeo

While she may bedwing some gumbo or some etouffee
She would ask her questions

and gie her ansars

in a \ety matter of fact-ly way

My spitfie of an aunt is wheet first learned nerto hold my tongue
To allav my inner s@eess to be wild andstrainable

An irresistible enchantment

I've always held on to her take me as | amuaran fuck off attitude
Just like 1 hold on to pain meds for those just in case moments
Just in case someone wants to test mgrpo

Just in case someone wants to pick at my wild bleedidlo

Down the pad, just eer the bridge,ver some watersewall the swamps
is whee my Aint Denise ligs
She gies a willing ear to the werof my deepest complications

www .blotterrag .com
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Like when | am lost

And | hae to buy family ghosts

In all too familiar mausoleums

that ae stacked and sealed like sky high safety depesit bo
that hold the ®asuzd souls of those nestr

Our mothers and grandmothers

Our daughter and sons

Our babies and dthers

Yes, most of ourved ones

Now since Katrina, the mdr has had a cosmetic ma&eo

But the soul of the pon and my aunt hasmained unstied and untouched
She will always be a witch of wisdom to me

An alchemy of strange guidance in my family

To be admid for her gdictions on life

and hov she peeiwes it will turn out

If only this immatality had an @rlasting duration

If only I could inherit her gstal ball of simplewelations

CONTRIBUTORS:

Katrina Johnston is the winner of the CBC Canada Writes True Winter Tale (2011). Works of
short fiction may be found at Sliver of Stone, Cigale Literary Magazine, The Missing Slate,
Alberta’s Horizon Magazine and at others. She lives in Victoria, BC, Canada. The goal of her fic-
tion is to shine a candle into dark and hidden places.

Danielle "Blaize" Cortez always had a love for poetry writing. As she grew into her voice, she
began sharing her works in front of audiences. Affectionately known as a spit-fire, Danielle writes
poetry that carries a profound appreciation for heartfelt honesty and a passion against all preju-
dices. As a Baton Rouge native by way of Chicago, Danielle's poetry has inherited her deep south-
ern charm and authenticity. She and her partner now reside in Raleigh, North Carolina where she
is a very active member in the LGBT community utilizing poetry as her vehicle for change.

Phil Juliano has been cartooning for over twenty years. His comic strip, “Best In Show”, is a visu-
al interpretation of his daily life and struggle to find his place in society. He’s a beer snob, base-
ball fan and avid outdoorsman, usually all at the same time. “Best In Show” is currently being fea-
tured in several newspapers and magazines and is syndicated by MCT Campus where it is dis-
tributed to college and university newspapers across the country. Along with his comic strip, Phil
creates humorous illustrations for magazines and books as well as custom Matchbox car designs.
He is an active member of the National Cartoonists Society and lives in Minneapolis with his wife
Rachael and their two dogs, Spencer and Sierra. Tony and his zombie friends live next door. To
see more of Phil's work go to www.bestinshowcomic.com
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