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“Notes ont he neighborh ood”

Her at the n@ home (w'\e been heroser a gar but Im alwaysatr
cent when it comes towmeaituations) | havtaken eer what would be
the dining oom in a normal familyyly computer is sitting on one corr
- I'm left handed so all of the things | amkimgron ae stacked to the
right. The nev Little Book. The next issue ®@he Corner Br Magazine.
My sketching journal - the last class wapd3 (I did poorly) and the
next class idilSLife With Drapes and | expect to do much, much wo
- sits on the far cornereeding to be opened and attended te mgu
larly Practice, if it doedrmake pdect, makes betten my case, only
the tiniest bit better

It is a big table, and clugerwith stuff that hasthe least thing to do
with my wok. A matte fom a frame sterwhich didi get thown out
when the frame was used (it houses a photo of the girls that they |
I love. ® it goes...) A stick of Uhu gluarfr when the girlsee little
and used it with abandon to stick things temporarily togasherall
did. 1 was anliers child myself and an eater of lipaste, @n after
it was explained to me {er true or legendgy that glue was made
from cav hooes. | sneed at that in the same way | did when | was
(by other puveyors of fiction in my geving-up neighborhood) that
cheaving gum was madeifn the inner bérof trees. And sour-grass w
sour because people paulemon-juice out their kitchen wimdo

Seaking of windes, thee is a large windothat looks out &@m my
wolkspace onto theoint poch and dan to the suburban ett. Aross
the way is Lawnmer Maris house. l#ove his house the clouds aae-
fully sliding in, like an old marying to sca flom second on a single.
They make up for the anticipated turn in tieativer ¥ being playful
with the afternoon light, picking up shadestdéw and gray and put
ting them back den again as it suits them. | foolishly ‘tidke adan
tage of today sunshine. | should kmdetter | suffer (thas not the
right wod - its moe like | endw) someariant of seasonal dber as
the daylight shrinkst Ibegins in Mvember as adivn and adances into
December as general lassitude with aogsrsde of gmpy In the old
house | counted this with daylight fluorescent light bulbs in the
kitchen. M such featerexists her- we hae a somehat geen house
with ety efficient lighting that lees me squinting at vasron paper or
wandering closer to lamps to get clarificatiam often gloomy inside.

I might hae taken a walk@rnd the neighborhoodndtead | was hesr
at the keybodr or eading, or listening to the television play music. |
this featue of modernity - audio channelsTéh Right ney, for exam
ple, a selection (I dbnae which) of 6 Edwad Hgar Violins, peaceful
A walk, haveer is good both for me and for the neighborhood. | lik
meandering along the sidests, looking at the pbes, what the fami
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lies hag collected therthat make the opening to their house look
like...their house. dgking chairs, mostly wonder hav many folks take
the time to come out andak in them. | suspect not marfpr the most
pat, we ae a busyclutteed cultue, and w see sitting irocking chairs g
wasting time.Too bad, though. dking in a chair is good therapyog
gles gur brain loosedm its urgent need to check on those aspects (
life that demandegular attention. @ phones, social media, thevsie
Things fom which only the occasional good does come.

At the top of the stet is a pkrwith swings.This is a good place to sit
a fav moments - not asst but for the goodness thestults fsm just si
ting under tees, under the sun, under the blue Bhgre ae neighbor
hood noises all abouthe dogs - ensconced within their fencedts yar
leaning out bedom windavs - bak to one another in code, d®ping
their canine friendships and checking up on the status alsgcats an
cadinals. Although I raty see cats wandering about, not at all like
at the old house, wieethey must make their wayotlgh the raccoons
and occasionalyae. fthere were moe cats her there would bevier
squirels, | supposeLtil§ it’s a dog world, hex in suburbia. 8gs make
good companyf you like companylI’'m not much of an entiner so |
would be toubled ly and touble for a dog. @éd to go out? éxou
sue? [gs doihdo well with such lines of questioning. Cats, on the
other hand, make good family - their demardsaansistent, rather thar
insistent.

Farther along, the peers of commee hae pulled upplonved davn and
cated away four or fvaces of piney wood3.he next plot of delop
ment is going in her You can - wll, someone can - put in a lot of hot
in four or five aces of land.Theyve taken the ¢&es out for lumbethe
stumps for wood-chip scraphe top inches of diwill be fill. Theyll
replace some of thetdis topsoil after thewénomes arin place - it
worit be anything like enough to ba good gden or luxurious lawn,
but thats hav things oll. Each home will hawne eplanted &e selecte
from a catalog of permissideieties. N swamp maples oeeping wil
lows - their oots damage water pipeso rimosas - too trashy with thg
pretty flovers and seed-pods. the suburbs,our neighbot®pinion is ag
important as gurs. | get it, | suppose, buk $ure miss the sound of the
wind blaving in the morning tlmugh the little patch of piney woods.

Garry - chief@blotterrag.com
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Exceaptfrom“T he Ascent Of

Feminis t P oetry”
by C hal esBane, Jr.

“And she laughed stdgsaying: After whiteWestern Canon butexceat

| am gowvn old, and my bbis an old
man, shall | givmyself to pleatr
Genesis 18: 12

Not long ago, noted liteyascholar
Hamld Boom ead the passage
aboe and ealizd it could not hay
been written ypa man. Bom, sen
sitive as a tuning fioy recognied the
writers wiy mockey of the eternal
male belief in his pness.n
November1991, Boom published
The Book @ J, called his finest
book ty the New York Times, and in
which he identifies one of the key
authors of the ebew Bble, “J” (for
her efeence to her @ator as

“Jehosali or “Yahweli) as a woman.

We cannot knw J or her times but

ing a golden age ofweerse that is
being ignaed, sometimes willfully

glomerates that agliise their
authors, and against which small
presses canompeteThe fastest
way to haw a querignoed ty a lit
eray agent is to write in the subject
line “My book of poeyt”

Finally academic poetea separate
class who continue a tradition of
believing the

but moe fu”y because Americans ngeneralgader will not Understand

longer ead contemponaipoety. We

their wok ( “Yeaty T.S. Hiot

are literally lost without it, because emaked in an interiew with the

the ancient @eksecognied that

Paris Reviav, “that Gaeliowriter).

poets see as our historians, and-seé\fter E.E. @mmingSdeath, his

ular pophets.

There ae many e&asons for pogis
collapse: childn ae equied in the

wife, Marion wote a friend, “
Academics hated my husband
because he onlyote sharpoems,
but abee all, because he was popu

classvom to ead poets who do not lar”

speak in theiroice, or to their
times.This is tragic because thae
serious, wéing poets in vinally
eery community or neaybwho

But poets , wding as cashiers or
waitresses, or juggling multiple jobs
as they pursue aastes degee, still

would gladly visit and beckon them Write, een knaving that the indif

to poety’s lecesses.

we can mael at the special place ofThe corporate peer suppding _
wealth inequality decimates legionsharratie, ga up and long to be

women to the ldbew sages who
wrote in theTalmud that “@&d
counts the tears of women.”

It is the argument of this shaoik
that feminist poets hawot meely
exploded the traditional male, all

20% off

Only Farrar Sraus And @Goux
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ference of the publioverspeads
them like winter o@r, and, unlike J,

whose radical gift was harnessed to a

pleaswed ly the cosmos:

remains intessted in poets. And the “Stargazingby Aiana Nadia Nash
large-scale publishing firms that-pr The stars arall the skin
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are themseés parof media con
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I hawe not lived, the names

| do not knav. They speak

to worlds inside myself

I will not learnThey shock —
this spead of stars, these motes
of fireballs, this milky
conflagration.n their depth
and beautythey ag

the most intricate map

of the unknavn, the most
wild moan of silence.

When a ecent CNN poll noted that
only 7% of Americans hashd a
poem in the lastear a nev intro-
duction, using all the language of
polish on my shelis whee | look
for remedyl do not want feminist
poets whose gifteeastominating
contemporay letters,

to be spirits, flickering near us
unseen:

Vastness of dusk-after a day
what is a persoii@o late

to ask this n@ The cout has uled
a corporation is a person.
Persons used to be called souls.
On the aenue, a lucky person
stands in a coadience ster
scratching pader fom his ticket —

silver flecks fall @dm his thumbs
to galaxies belo
Brenda Hllman

Poetry begins, andnii writing fom
personal experience, in the uacon
scious and those whe ahosen ran
domly to write it begin their craft in
childhood. “ ‘Dagooh*, Dylan
Thomas said to his sister as small
boy, “isnt that a wonddual word?”
Yylvia Path was published at eight.
Qusan Bntag self published her
poems at nine (“I got thugh my
childhood in a delirium of litesar
exaltations.”). fourteen, Ena $
Vincent Mllay wiote: “in the hush
of the dying day The mossy walls
and ivy tavers of the land of
Romance lay The beath of dying
lilies haunted the twilight air / And
the sob of a

dreaming violin filled the silence
ewerywhee.”

| beliee the unconscious - whick w
know from deams does nataod
time - stoes a cult@s collecti®
memoy of its ar. This explains the
impetus and inexplicable confidenc
e\ely poet feels as they writhere’s
more: when a poem is finished, its

writer - and this is a common experi
ence - often feels theg aot its -
ator The poeteads a superiot-ar
wolk but feels no piof it, though
he/she may hawept though its
setting dwn, so deeper the feel
ings stired.

Without doubt, women felt this
impulse and longed tafestle with
the polis (a critics compliment of
Brenda Hllmaris wok) throughout
the worst of timesWheneer you
read anonymous at the end of a
poen, saidVirginiaWoolf, “it is a
woman.”

Feminist poets hawot only ger
come the suppssion of traditional
Western literater;, they a adding
new disceoeries to its foundation
stones.n the 197®, “®ngs @ The
Troubadoursappeagd in print,
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translated &m Rowencal
Anthony BonnefThe wok of the
jongleurs had first come to the
notice of Era Bund, the champion
of all that is wahwhile in literatue. When yu try to identify the poison
Pound was astonishegl the moder it is closed.

nity of the poems which would not The ravine raising its mouth up to

Telling me this child i$my child is
closed.
Telling him he belongs whker

or spakling teeth is closed.
Making this uremakable is closed.
Narratie that eflects absoluteuth

belonging means absence is closeds closed.

Believing in tuth as fact underges
at night after a #rtakes the stars
away is closed.

be equaled until the appearance of the sky and swalling the last horse The scissorseause to make

is closed.

A reviev of the maximum levage
awilable hex is closed.

My hands asking telease this fist
ful of air is closed.

Yeats.

And thee scholarship might v
ended wre it not for Matilda
Brucknels seminal “@gs @ The
WomenTroubadours published in
2000 (Garland Libray Of Mediewal
Literatue), follaved in 2013 » Meg
Bogirs “The WomenTroubadours *“
(Norton Raperback).

closed.

Repoting back on a éans dia
logue with awakening is closed.

| want to get on an airplane for the
But for the male lot: critics, academlast time is closed.

ic advisors and peers who wish to | want to negr come back heer
smother feminism as&iexpessed in except to yu is closed.

poetry, the way is closed: Crows dopping chestnuts and-let
ting us crack them is closed.

Fists of flavers punching tlough

the dit no matter what the air says
is closed.

You plus | plus you plus | pluswy

We Never RRmemberhe Last
Argument | 8rah Bartlet

The smell ofqur mon’s dess is

closed. plus yu plus constant fucking is
A magnolia heavy unlatched tongueclosed.
is closed.

take it all back is closed.
The olden days wleeships hefted
the seas apdike god is closed.

The bitter scratch at the back of
your thioat is closed.

Your childhoot ebuttal is closed.
The oad holding up an@pf tees  Access tceget too pristine to shar
and their strangeamant is closed. leaving its knife out is closed.
Disappearing on schedule is closedAn element of surprise is closed.
A field of rabbits spading their fur  Ask yurself wheryour blood is and

snavflakes stay sharp is closed.
Another gar of winda's softening
our gae is closed.

Holding my beath under water to
panic the hears closed.

Try and make another decision withTell me one last time please is closed.
out me and quill see what | mean is Our mouths together elging

words thick as oil is closed.

The hatch eer the mouse irour
chest is closed.

Being small in the arms of myself is
closed.

Holding on to aack with a child
holding on to me in ainning tide

is closed.

Looking for mistakes like feet look
for glass is closed.

Body as fist as ship as celestial navi
gation is closed.

Brick by brick this hole in the side of
our house is closed.

Worit you wait som&hee just out

Like a tail in the door being able to of sight while | do this is closed.

Which of us was left holding the bag
is closed.

Believing it possible tan the

clock out is closed

Please oh please oh please oh please
oh god is closed.

amound is closed.

say is right hez is closed.

| am easing myself daily closer to ti¥our grandmothés cutains efusing

ground is closed.

| am easy on palyeck night is
closed.

Lying next to gu in a ba of bour
bon-soaked cherries is closed.

to move for a casualdme is closed.
My geat-grandmother swaliog
her death den is closed.

Taking the land for oursesvis
closed.

| am almost the same taste and timErasing an engryear of a bed naile

bre as the empty field is closed.
Our eyes staying closed iroximity
is closed.

www .blotterrag .com

to the floor is closed.
Making yu the bed is closed.
Making yu an object of forgness
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a couple of ideas off my good friend,
aka 8 John h Horida.

“Our g uedion s fort he edito r of

The Annotated Alice on t he 150th a nniversary

Editor: Wed like to pick gur brain -
as the “SME” (subject matter exper
of all thingsAlice We hae a per
ception - it seems a modern one -
that thee ae “leel$ of reading
intended for us asevgow from
youngsters to teens to adulidice

is (or is it not?) a chitdfaiy tale,

but also arguably fantasy/scienee fic
tion, intended for oldeeaders.

How do yu characteszit and why?

of t he publicatio n of

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

All hail the scholar who takeener we ae done, but & ae neer done.
ship of annotating a classwhy? Theyll hawe to get theirwn copy
Because what they do ischaok. or wait for an impadant bithday
It's not thankless, buewften lack like their evn or Caroll's or maybe
the skill to knav what a task theg the Queers.

given themsebs. $ it eerything

ewer knavn about the subject?oN  Mark Burstein is the psident emer Maik Burstein: | like to point out

thats a “Compleat...”. slit eery- itus of the Levis Caroll Society of  that the agrage age of the people in
thing we need to kne? Yep or at North America and was gracious the boat that famous day the tale was
least, w hope soWell never knav  enough to answ some questions forfirst told was close to eighteen, all of
unless @ diwe in, and it has to be anus, which demonstrated rather suc whom needed to be amused. Alice

attractie wlume (it is!) and evneed cinctly that v ae not serious herself was ten at that time, but
time and patience and good coffee reviavers but still like good things Carmwoll set her atar in the book as
and sandwichesm Dean and when ve see them, especially in  exactly sew (her bithday in fact).
Delucaand the kids havto go out  print, and ve also like bigoundish It was nesr intended forgung chi
side to play until, saebualy. numbers like 150. MBurstein was dren; Caroll wrote an abridgecew
fun to type to, and teeceie typing  sion calledhe Nirsey Aicein 1890
And then we do die in. Why? from. for them.
Because if evcait be scholars,ew _ ) _
can be fanswWe peuse, one of thoseNote: | am nwhee near cler | would awid the term science fic

absud wods in Eglish that means enough to havput these questions ton,” but ‘fantasyis fine.The
what it does and exactly the oppositegether on myvan. My younger ~ POOkS and their authoew ghet
of what it does (Wothat must hav  sisterwho has ledAlicesince she  (0ized for a centyras belonging
pleased Wvéis Caroll) and ve talk  was little (ubably asund the age ~ €clusiely to childen, and it was
about it with our friends andgm  of the yung Mss Liddell) posed ~ Mattin Gardnefs Annotated ice

ise to lend the book to them when some of them for me, and | bouncedat turned the tide in 1960rdm
not een being listed in the first two

editions olictorian ktion: A Gide
to Reseah it has become an aca
demic industy, eclipsing many of
the most e\eredVictorian authors,
and constantly generating a cernu
copia of interpatations, elucidations,
and theories.

Yes, it can besad (andarad) on so
many legls. t's the most quoted
novel in existence, on a par with
only $akespearand the Ble.
Philosophers, political commenta
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tors, students, pfessors, and just
about angne can find something

profoundly tue (and often simuka
neously ety funny) in its pages.

Ed: What was it about théicesto
ries that first grabbedwyr attention?
How old were you?Which of the
Carmoll characters ioyr fawrite

and why?

M.B.: Their depth, humoerand hav
fine of a description of the actual
world ve live in they a. We're
taught in school that iby ae intet
ligent, wok had, ae dedicated to
selfless public sare, yu might
grow up to be mrsidentTake a good
look at the prsent @p of candi
dates; | askoy: does this conform
to what ve were told in school, or

www .blotterrag .com

hawe we fallen dan a rabbit-hole?

| probably got my first “Hitof what
they mean whehhe Anotate¢dame
out in 1960. | was ten, and my
father an Alice fanatic aglly

readers of a gaular age (ahem..
the age of theeadernot the age the
reader dells within, as infl@nz or
Sace) and in a ganular oder and
that one should - mustead the
book befce seeing any of the

brought home one of the first copiesijms/catoons made &m that wok.

It's always been a bit of a bible to

Our feeling is that if one waits too

Carollians. Another huge influence long to eadMoly Dick or The

was the @il Ritchad complete
recodings. 's wonddul to hae

Catcher in they® one loses the
directed point of the author and the

them ead aloud, and when | was atstory’s effect is spoiled somhe.

U. C. &nta Cuz in the lateisties
studying, shall evsayamateur psy
chopharmacologthey made pfarct
companions on oiseraels. ‘Nuf
said? m thee | wote seeral
papers on it (pacularly in elation

to Zen Buddhism), and integrated it
into my senior thesis. Collecting
came just a bit later

| hawe always identified with the
White Rabbit. K5 the Hermes fig
ure, the one who initiates her and
introduces her td/onderland. ¢
also sees as the “éfald at the
Trial. He gets a bit of a bad rap;
eweryone thinks He late, but in fact
he was justorriedabout being on
time, and the only charactez w
know was late was thei€hess.

Ed.: We also think - &zhope & ae
not alone in this - that ¢am iconic
literatue must be inbduced to

Cettainly one musteadThe Hobbit
andLod of the Ringefoe high
school (and ceinly befoe seeing
the mwies!)What thinkest thou?
Agree? Bagee? And what about
attending to classics befanodern
pieces?For example, shoultin
young people kwo aboutAliceand
GulliversTrawlsbefoe Harry Rotter
and (Neil) Gaimars Coaling Or is
this just wishful thinking on the par
of an old editor?

M.B.: [ just vent thiough this with
deciding when teeadWonddand

to my daughteiSnja. t's cetainly
ideal to haw it read to gu aound
eight or nine, but on the other hand,
my friend Alriana Bliano, who
founded the Lwis Caroll Society of
Brazil and has done s&al books
about Alice, first found her tugh
that Hanna-Brbera abomination
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made in 1966.

| wouldrit say one needs &ad the
canon in clonological ater Master
Potter does just fine withoohor

The Htchhikes Guidein whateer
order they happen to bead (mostly
to do with the age of theader or
read-to-ee). Andeshae a ule in
our family: the book must bead
befoe the muie is seeWhele pos
sible.

Ed.: What is pur opinion about the
Alicemovies which havbeen -
duced wer the gars?Which is
your fawrite/least farite and why?
How about one sentence auy
thoughts onahnny Depgs “Mad
Hatter?”

M.B.: The Anotatedists 14 feater
films beginning in 1903 and 42

up by Tim Burton, with its egcrable
sceenplay and scepahaving per

Rountree. t is one of literatefs
most deliciousanies that a book

formances. And the chutzpah of calwhose original illustrationgar

ing it Alice inWonddandrather
thanAlice Rtuns to Wdelandbaf
fles me.

Ed.: llustrationsour thoughts on

among the most iconic Western
Civilization has gone on to be the
most widely illustrated vel in exis
tence.

the Disney-izing of the characters inPogds another farite of mine, but

our cultural mint eg. Do you
prefer thelenniel or Rackham illus
trations, or a diffent atist altogeth
er? How aboutWalt Kellys Bgo
“satig’ of the Alicestory in “Who
SoleTheTarts’ from Sepmother
Goose?

M. B.: “Tenniel or Rackham®/e
know ofower a thousarimbok illus
trators, fom Ralph ®adman (a

favorite) to @hador Dali (the first
trade edition of which | pduced).
Others high on my list would be

other adaptations (animations, madBarry Moser Anne BchelierOleg

for TV movies, mini-series, dat to
DVD, etc.). Many hag a edeeming
quality or two, but the only ones |
find watchable ardnathan Mlers
1966 BBC teleplay withrSohn
Gielgud, eter 8llers, Eter Cook,
etc., and [Bnnis Btters Dreamchild
which is not actually an adaptation.
could gie you some choice vesr

for that godawful hairball coughed

Lipchenko, Hrty Furniss, Bt
Andrea,Willy Poganyand Harry

I'd call Who Sole theTaits’ an
illustrated sequence, neally a
satie, een though he used comic-
strip characterg/ould that Kelly
had undarken to do the whole of
Alicé There ae many other exam
ples of kellys Carollian wok,
including enditions of
“Jabbewocky and Humpty
Dumptys poem that se¥ as teases
for what could havbeen.

Ed.: IsAlicemore than an absiir
look at Dodgsols historical period?
Is it the &tuday Nght Live of
Victoriana? Is such stuff inevitable
in the life of a culter- we deelop

page 9
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to the point of having a leisutlass,
then look inwat for answrs, then
almost immediately dismiss those
answers as silly/madness?

M. B.: | dort beliee that theAlice
books would havsuvived though
time, been translated into radghan
170 languages, and be adopted b
people of all ages aleothe globe,
if it were solely a study Wictorian
England.The books that hawome

serious poemseaway too maudlin,
and a fe others just havbits and
pieces of brilliance. f&lvaths
Photographingand “The Three

tor, and publish it. & no, he was
sui generis

Ed.: Rnally - in yur opinion, if

Voice$ should also be mentioned asone does not play chess does that

laugh-out-loud funny

Caroll got a bad rap in thexges;
he neer touched anything strger
than shewt | dorit seeVictorian
times as distincely witty; thee ae
always gat nonsensenge writers —

along in the after-time attempting toEdwad Leay Ogden Nash, D.

prowe that all of the charactemsmav

Seuss,ahn Lennon, and one of my

Oxford personalities or it was a glos&\writes, the afementionedValt

on some of the academiceligious
contowersies of the time lealieen
utter failues. BRce it, st uniersal.

Ed.. Caroll's poety was pbably
his first kil - something he began
to hone early and often asoang
man. Which of Caroll's poems is
your fawrite and why?What do

you think about the potential for
Caroll (and Substance abtBgto
achiee the heady lelvof absutity,

or is his brilliant doggera standéer
ly cleer poduct of witty times?

M. B.: Nothing comes neafHhe
Hunting of the Bakk’ (counting
“Jabbewocky as pairof Looking-
glasand theefoe ineligible).lt
shavs all of Caall's sublime wit.

Kelly....

Ed.. Alice Dickens, @bert and
Qullivan: which is the merscathing
indictment of the Btish cultue?
Just kidding - har doeAlicefit in
with the other classics of 19th
Century English ar? Does Cauoll
owe anyne pops? Byron? Nary
Shelley?

M. B.: “You might just asell try
to influence a &dersnatch.” Canli
was a game-changgrne-definer
tipping point, whatear you want to
call it. Closest®&d come is €orge
MacDonald, whosBhantastesnd
“The Light Pincesswere aound
and who was thewy man, in fact,
who encouraged Calirto expand

fact diminish the apeciation of
Through the Looking-glass?

M. B.: I dort think so It might

ewen be betteas a chess-ptay
would notice things like the a3
being out of ater and that when the
White and Rd Knights e fight

ing over heyneither was actually in a
position to do anything about it
such as capwior defend her sup
pose a basic kntedge would be
good, that pawns can adge to
being a @een and the like.

Fnal note — w had fun with this.

We hope w didri break any HIRA
rules finding out about Mr

Bursteirs connection to &ce Hck's
writing of “White Rabbit with
Ffferson Airplane, andweool is it
that he has a piece of (ahem,
unprepped) sixties blotter acid paper
with theAliceart?

Marik Burstein is the editor f.W.
Norton and Compary wlumeThe
Annotated lice, the Blux 150th

Most of his juenilia is just that, his his manuscript, get a better illustra Anniversay Eition. v

www .blotterrag .com
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“CatchM atch.com”
by G lori a g. Mur ray

Maybe | should hawvorn the blue
top instead of the blackt shavs off
my purple ose tattoo Hmmm, too
late nov. Hope | put enough
deodorant on. ®well, the Salimar
should diffuse any odo8x minutes
to seen. Why did | get hexr so
early?This miror is so damn small
| can hadly see my eliner And
my ees a so itchybut | caft rub.
Did | bring liner with me?eah,
hee it is. Yes, thds better And my
hair— oh god, 1 frized aleady
Was my mothér hair this frizzy?
Carit remember Died so long ago
Yes, | think it was. Mst hae come
from a long line of Bisidic.
Anyway it looks better like this—
pinned up with this buttéy clip |

For sale - cheap - on
Amazon.com (where else?)

picked up in Mcys. rhagine— six
teen dollars for a hair clipdd
thing | had a coupon.

Oh, I just cahbeliee Im
actually doing this—agaifttough
it's been\er a gar A year on that
loser siteCATCH MATCH. |
think I've been on them all.
Anyway hedid sound nice on the
phone. Although he ditlask any
guestionsTalked mostly about him
self What was his name again?
Motor59 What the hell does that
mean? @ shit, ke got a chipped
nail. dist did them this afternoon
and didrt bring the polish with me.
Look at this—my handseashaking.
Calm davn, girl. t's only a frakin
blind date. Pbably a big ber

Thats hav it usually goes.Oh, hav
long wee yu married? né childen?
Two—bg and a dirhav nice. And
then a pause. Oh, by the waym
divorced too—with twin tgrin cal
legé. And | wait. Aerit you going
to ask somethinganything? @it
you want to ko about my dce,
hov mybeloed almost killed mey-tr
ing to sangle me with his tie@wH
had a b#akden andwalked aund
onValium and Pbsac for almost six
month80h, you dot really need that
much infanation™ant to knw if

it's going t@in tomorw or if | saw
the new cell phone adniverion?
Oh, stop it nav! You dort really
know haw it's going to go...always
the pessimisCalamity &ne! Yeah,
thats what my grandma always
called me.t®uld I let him pay for
dinner? N, not on the first date.
Pay for it myself—like a woman who
takes out the garbageeé$ithe
stopped up toilet, ew Kills the
bugs.
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Oh shit, | think e got an
eyelash in my ey | calt see any
thing in this damn miar. It's five in. Well, if thais him hé& cetainly
after sean. 1 go to the ladies not six foot. Ndre like fie foot six.
room, Il probably miss him coming A little on the paunchy side too, bu
in. lust keep blinkingThere, | hedoeda\e dity blonde hair And
think it's gone. Cé&rrub becausdll’ that sveater | dorit beliee it—
smudge my linetWell, 7:15. Looks emerald gren.What the f— is not
like hés not the punctual type. 3. Pattys day is it? Look at the
Well, thals good, mbably means  jeans—chapal gray and white
hés an Aries ora8ittarius.Theyre  sneakers. ©god, his coming eer.
sot of free-spirited. bk like that “Hi, are you &anette—gu
Tauwus | was married.tdJsed to know from Catch Mitch?”
check the garbage just to see if | “Oh, no, yu must be mis
threw away something that might, taken. M namé& Caol and e
god forbid, still be good—Iike an olchewer been on Catd¥iatch”
sock with only one hole, a milk eon “Really you sot of look like
tainer with one gulp Oh, hee her but pictues can be deceiving
comes the waiteHmmm, not bad “Yes, definitely soNell, |
looking. A bit on thegung side, was just leaving.dge wu find who
though. youre lookingfor.”

“Yes, | will hae another Looking puzzled, he vesv
drink, thank pu. The same and no Whewam | glad to get the
ice, pleaseWhy do they always put hell outta thex. Maybe | can catch af
ice in whenqu say no ice@/ell, its movie | haerit seen gt on one of
almost 7:25. Mybe he forgot, but the 300+ cable channelsay¥e |
we just spoke this morning, said he can bring this stupid clip back if |
couldrt wait to meet me. @ess I  can find theeceipt. Bit, | newer
wait until 7:40 befer | admit e paid the checlOh well, Mr.
been stood up on a blind date. I Motor59, thanks for the drinks.
suppose thatnot the worst—not
like he kne me and then didn

come.
Oh wait, someorgecoming

Support the cause!
www.losercomix.com/#!comix/c22j5

The Dream
Journal

real dreams, real weird

Please sen excerpts from
your own dr eam journals. If
nothing else, wd’love to read
them. We wont publish your

whole name.
mermaid@blotterrag.com

The fright makes me gag, then
cough, unable to take adth. It
is a splash, a grabflash a !

All of these arold nightmag

acquaintances | am familiar witp:

the splash is gorthe grab is
something coming upofn
behind, the flash is an image th
changes to something loorand
a No is someone dead.tHere

—

at

are other moments that can make

my sleep lak apainto little
pieces, | am not awanf them
anymoe. The frequency with
which [ visit this quéet of
dreams depends on theather
the food, my habits, my lack of
habits. If this does not make
sense tooy, | suggestou read
the first tventy or so pages of
Dickens“A Christmas Cat.”
Scooge puts it rather succinctly
And so | awake, the pictupio-
jected on my ejids fades but
leaes that deezzing, pixillated
image that onlyotling over or
actually getting up to splash so
water fom the faucet up into my
mouth with a cupped hand will
release completelyhear the
sound of rain falling outside, its
incessant tapping on the windoj
jamb will either permit me to fa
swiftly back to sleep or | will lie
for some number of dmths and
then get up and go waostairs.
GL - cyberspace

www .blotterrag .com
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|“Apri land m y P lastic Sunf lower s”

by S onne t M ondal

The four plastic sunfi@rs in my bedom-
The way they sway in the ceiling fanair
Were the functionalgar-long4Yil for me.

Fallen twigs of meditating winter

And the deadwood sanity of themghness;
The begging deseof the patient summer
And the coarseness of theiagad mirages;
The thin tune of the nostalgic autumn
And the estlessness of their alcohobezbs-
Wetre neer like fesh seasonalifis to me

For | had thefunctional-gar-long¥il in my bedoom:

Those four plastic sunflers.

Not long, my wdding and dirce-
Both in their infancy

Ended the perpetuapAl in my omom
By demanding thoselow sunflovers
In the package céparation.

It was four seasons ago and the springriof A
Now seems to be aepy plastic serpent
Irresistibly insidious in its illugauelty

as my n& girl friend fom the same city

Talked of bringing ne plastic flarers in my @om.
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‘MY SISTER CHA NGED H ER NAM E”

(for Be eve)

by G lori a g. Mur ray

becauseevdwelled in the land

of plastic ceered couches

pink porcelain ladies with tasseled lamp shades

black speckled tiles my mother on her knees

waxed eelry FHiday then ceoered with nevspaper

to keep the shine and thewsea little longer

because no onesexame to that place

that smelled ofife-sol and chicken soup

because this was an alien planet in the cosmos of Canarsie

wheke [, the high schoolap-out

put on this edin to drive my mothemad

or, at the ery least, kill her with what indaism
was calledhe weapon of aggratiori

got knocked up and married a gentile

and my sistethe good girl at sixteen ran rampant
in Bloomingdales, shimg in her bag things

she could ney e\er, affod, changed her name
and hair colormade up her face like a china doll
seducing men with names like “Bob the Bgokie
“Eddie the ekland became next in line

to kill my mother with aggration

www .blotterrag .com
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CONTRIBUTORS:

Charles Bane, Jr . is the author of three collections of poetry including the recent "
The Ends Of The Earth: Collected Poems ( Transcendent Zero Press, 2015 ) as well
as "Il Meet Geronimo And Other Stories” ( Avignon Press, 2015) and " Three
Seasons: Writing Donald Hall ( Collection of the Houghton Library, Harvard
University). He created and contributes to The Meaning Of Poetry series for The
Gutenberg Project. http://charlesbanejr.com/ This excerpt is reproduced by permis-
sion of its publisher, Transcendent Zero Press.

Gloria g. Murray of Brooklyn, NY writes, “I have been published in various literary
journals including, Bardic Echoes, Poet Lore, The Paterson Review, Ted Kooser’s
American Life in Poetry, Third Wednesday and others.l am the recipient of the 2014
Anna Davidson 1st prize poetry award from Poetica Magazine. My recent book What
| Couldn’t Swallow has just been published by All Books, Long Island, NY.”

Sonnet Mondal of Kolkata, India, is the editor of The Enchanting Verses Literary
Review. He has authored eight collections of poetry and his recent works have
appeared in The Sheepshead Review, Nth Position, Fox Chase Review, The
Penguin Review, Two Thirds North & California State Poetry Quarterly. He is current-
ly one of the featured writers at International Writing Program at The University of
IOWA-Silk Routes Project funded by Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs at the
U.S. Department of State.

Sonnet was featured as one of the Famous Five of Bengali Youths in India Today
magazine in 2010 and was long listed in The Forbes Magazine’s top 100 Celebrities
2014 edition among India’'s most celebrated authors. Later in March 2015 The
CultureTrip website, London listed him among the Top Five Literary Entrepreneurs of
Indian English Poetry.

He has represented India at the Struga Poetry Evenings, Macedonia (2014) and at
The Uskudar International Poetry Festival, Istanbul, Turkey (2015). Most recently, he
has been invited to represent India at the International Poetry Festival of Granda in
2016.(website: www.sonnetmondal.com)

Phil Juliano of Minneapolis, MN is a good Blotterfriend. Follow his adventures on
philjulianoillustration.com
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